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CONCEPT NOTE 

Webinar on “People‑Centered Streets and Low‑Carbon Urban Futures in India:  

Reclaiming Cities for Walking, Cycling, and Public Transport” 
Date & Time: Thursday, 23 July 2026, 10:30-12:30 hours (IST) 

 
Organisers:  

United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD), Japan 
Asian Institute of Transport Development (AITD), New Delhi 

3R Waste Foundation (India), Gurugram 
 
Background 

As a Secretariat of the Regional EST Forum in Asia, the United Nations Centre for Regional 

Development (UNCRD) Japan organises the Regional Environmentally Sustainable Transport 

(EST) Forum in Asia annually. The forthcoming 17th Regional EST Forum in Asia will be from 

16 to 19 March 2027 in Seongnam City, Republic of Korea. The theme of the High Level Forum 

is "Accelerating Just and Intelligent Transitions to Carbon-Neutral and People-Centered 

Transport - Scaling up Innovations from Cities to Regions".  

In preparation for this High-Level EST Forum in Asia, 3R WASTE Foundation, in partnership 

with UNCRD and AITD, has planned to host a webinar series – “Towards EST Forum 2027: 

India‑Asia Dialogue Series on Carbon‑Neutral and People‑Centered Transport.” 

India’s urban mobility systems are at a critical juncture. Rapid urbanization, accelerating 

motorization are placing unprecedented pressure on urban infrastructure resulting in worsening 

traffic congestion, deteriorating air quality and persistently high road safety issue. These trends 

underscore the urgent need for a structural shift towards safe, low-carbon, resilient, inclusive and 

sustainable urban planning and transport systems development that aligned with national 

development priorities and global climate commitments. 

The transport sector currently contributes approximately 13-15% of India’s CO₂ emissions, 

while air pollution in many urban centres continues to exceed WHO guideline levels, posing 

significant public health and economic costs. In parallel, road traffic crashes claim nearly 150,000 

lives annually, with pedestrians, cyclists, and two-wheeler users disproportionately affected – 

highlighting systemic gaps in safe mobility design and enforcement. 

Addressing these challenges requires a coordinated policy response that moves beyond 

incremental improvements toward integrated, people-centered urban mobility planning. This 

includes strengthening public transport systems, promoting active mobility, enhancing road safety 

governance, and advancing low-carbon transport solutions. A shift toward “people-first” mobility 

is essential to ensure that urban transport systems are not only efficient, but also safe, equitable, 

and environmentally sustainable in line with national and international policy frameworks, 

including the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

Objectives 

• To share good practices, innovations and policy recommendations for people‑centered 

streets and low‑carbon urban mobility with a focus on the Indian context.  
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• To facilitate multi-stakeholder dialogue among policymakers, practitioners, researchers 
and civil society from India and other Asian countries in preparation for the UNCRD EST 
Forum. 

• To identify actionable and scalable measures for promoting walking, cycling and public 
transport solutions in Indian cities, supporting the transition toward sustainable and 
inclusive urban mobility systems. 

Programme (Provisional) 

 

10:30 hrs Opening Remarks:  Mr. B. N. Puri, Director, Asian Institute of Transport Development 

10:40 hrs Keynote Address: Mr. C. R. C. Mohanty, Environment Programme Coordinator, 
UNCRD–DSDG/UN DESA  

10:50 - 12:10 hrs: Presenters / Speakers 

1.    Dr. Geetam Tiwari, Professor Emeritus, IIT Delhi 

2.    Dr. Rahul Deshpande, Dean, NICMAR University, Pune 

3.    Dr. Ganesh Raj Joshi, Secretariat of the Regional EST Forum in Asia, UNCRD–
DSDG/UN DESA 

4. Mr. Yash Sachdeva, Former Advisor, RITES Ltd., India 

5.  Dr. Ankit Choudhary, Senior Research Fellow, AITD, New Delhi 

12:10 hrs Discussion & Q&A 

12:25 hrs Closing remarks and Vote of Thanks 

Session Moderator: Dr. Kulwant Singh, CEO, 3R Waste Foundation, Gurugram 

Target Participants 

City planners, transport authorities, policymakers, researchers, NGOs and practitioners. 

Expected Outcomes 

• Consolidated set of policy recommendations and best practices for dissemination to 
participants and contribution to the UNCRD EST Forum. 

• Strengthened networking and collaboration among policymakers, practitioners, 
researchers, and civil society stakeholders from India and the broader Asia region. 

• Actionable inputs to inform the India-Asia Dialogue at the 17th Regional Environmentally 
Sustainable Transport (EST) Forum. 

Why attend this Webinar? 

• Gain insights into policy and technical solutions to advance safer, greener and low-
carbon urban mobility and street design. Learn from leading case studies and innovative 
practices from India and Japan on sustainable urban mobility. 

• Contribute to shaping the India‑Asia Dialogue ahead of the UNCRD 17th Regional 

Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) Forum. . 

Outcome 

Policy recommendations and inputs to the UNCRD EST Forum; strengthened India‑Asia 

collaboration on people‑centered transport. 

Contact & Registration 

For further information by emailing: Dr. Kulwant Singh at: kulwantsingh2002@gmail.com 
Kindly register for the event using this link: https://forms.gle/jhDuEcuQY8ZegKVq9 

https://forms.gle/jhDuEcuQY8ZegKVq9

