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Side event to the 2026 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 2026 

UN Water Conference Academic Hub 
Mobilizing Research and Evidence for Effective Outcomes 

on Thursday, 9 July 2026 
 

Concept Note 
 

Date and Time: 1:15 – 2:30 pm on Thursday, 9 July 2026 
Venue: Conference Room F of the UNHQ 
Organizers: Albania, Japan (Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism), 

Senegal, South Africa, Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI), 
UNU-INWEH, UN-Water, UNCRD-UN DESA 

 

Background:  Science in Action: Mobilizing Research and Evidence for SDG 6 and the 
Road to the 2026 UN Water Conference 

Launched at the Dakar Preparatory Meeting for the 2026 United Nations Water Conference 
in January 2026, the UN Water Conference Academic Hub is a joint initiative co-led by UNU, 
UNESCO and UNITAR, in collaboration with UN DESA and other members of the Task Force 
on “Water Action Decade Implementation,” as well as UN-Water Members and Partners. The 
Academic Hub provides a collaborative platform to mobilize knowledge, expertise and 
diverse perspectives in support of the 2026 Conference. It offers a clear and accessible entry 
point for contributors to engage meaningfully in the Conference process and to help shape 
its outcomes through evidence-based inputs. 

Water lies at the core of the 2030 Agenda, and accelerating progress on SDG 6 requires a 
stronger science–policy interface that translates the best available knowledge into effective 
policy action. As the international community prepares for the 2026 UN Water Conference, 
the Academic Hub serves as a structured, inclusive and solutions-oriented mechanism for 
mobilizing global academic expertise and ensuring that scientific evidence informs 
multilateral decision-making. Organized around the six Interactive Dialogue themes of the 
Conference, the Hub also promotes integrated approaches that strengthen linkages 
between SDG 6, other Sustainable Development Goals, and climate-related risks. 

In the lead-up to the 2026 UN Water Conference, the in-depth review of Sustainable 
Development Goal 6 at the 2026 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 
(HLPF) represents a critical platform for evidence-informed dialogue. It helps ensure that 
discussions on water and sanitation, as well as their interlinkages across the 2030 Agenda, 
are grounded in robust and policy-relevant research. 

Against this backdrop, the UN Water Conference Academic Hub serves as a bridge between 
the HLPF and the broader preparatory process for the 2026 Conference. This session, co-
organized by Albania, Japan, Senegal, South Africa, SIWI, UNU-INWEH, UN-Water and 
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UNCRD-UN DESA, will showcase early contributions from the Academic Hub, highlight 
practical entry points for integrating academic perspectives into the Conference process, 
and demonstrate how evidence-based insights can strengthen the in-depth review of SDG 6 
and inform the Interactive Dialogues and outcomes of the 2026 Conference. The session will 
further explore how academic institutions, research organizations and other stakeholders 
can contribute knowledge, innovation and practical solutions to address water-related 
challenges, including those linked to climate change, disaster risk reduction and sustainable 
development, while identifying pathways for sustained academic engagement throughout 
the Conference preparatory process and beyond. 

In doing so, the session will strengthen multi-stakeholder engagement and contribute to 
advancing awareness, ambition and implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the lead-up to 
the 2026 Conference, while providing concrete inputs to the World Water Week 2026 session 
on the Academic Hub in Stockholm. 

The Academic Hub is part of UN-Water’s Collaborative Priority Action Area 5, “Mobilize to 
elevate the ambition of UN Water Conferences,” which aims to leverage system-wide 
expertise and partnerships to enhance the ambition and impact of the 2026 and 2028 UN 
Conferences on Water. 

 

Objectives:  

On the margins of HLPF 2026, Albania, Japan, Senegal, South Africa, SIWI, UNU-INWEH, UN-
Water and UNCRD-UN DESA will co-organize a high-level event to: 

1. Present the UN Water Conference Academic Hub as a structured, inclusive and 
solutions-oriented platform for strengthening the science–policy interface and 
mobilizing research and evidence in support of the preparations and outcomes of the 
2026 United Nations Water Conference. 

2. Showcase early contributions from the Academic Hub and demonstrate how policy-
relevant research and scientific evidence can inform multilateral decision-making, 
strengthen the implementation of SDG 6 and related Sustainable Development 
Goals, and support action on water, climate resilience and disaster risk reduction. 

3. Highlight practical opportunities and pathways for sustained academic engagement 
in the lead-up to the 2026 United Nations Water Conference, including through 
contributions to the Interactive Dialogues, Conference preparatory processes, World 
Water Week, regional and thematic forums, and other key policy platforms. 

4. Foster dialogue and collaboration among academia, Member States, UN entities and 
other stakeholders to strengthen the translation of knowledge into action and 
contribute to more ambitious and evidence-based outcomes for the 2026 United 
Nations Water Conference and beyond. 
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Agenda 

13:15–13:25 Opening and welcome remarks (3 min/each) 
• Mr. Navid Hanif, Assistant Secretary-General for Economic 

Development, United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (DESA) 

• Ms.  Susanne Halling Duffy, Director, World Water Week and Global 
Engagements, SIWI 

13:25–13:32 Setting the scene: Keynote Presentation on the UN Water Conference 
Academic Hub  

• Professor Kaveh Madani, Director of the United Nations University 
Institute for Water, Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH) 

13:32–13:55 Panel Discussion  
Moderator: Ms. Sogol Jafarzadeh, UN and Government Relations 
Coordinator   

• Dr. Risimati Mathye, Deputy Director-General at the Department of 
Water and Sanitation, South Africa 

• Ms. Paola Deda, Director, Environment and Forests Division, United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

• Prof. Henk Ovink, Professor Water-cycle Diplomacy and Design, 
Department of Urbanism, TU Delft  

• Ms. Ana Mejia, PhD Student, The UNU Hub on Remote Sensing and 
Sustainable Innovations for Resilient Urban Systems (R-SIRUS) at 
The City College of New York 

 
Guiding questions 

1. What role do you see for the UN Water Conference Academic Hub as a structured, 

inclusive and solutions-oriented platform for strengthening the science–policy 

interface and mobilizing research in support of the preparations and outcomes of 

the 2026 United Nations Water Conference? 
2. How can policy-relevant research and scientific evidence inform decision-making 

and strengthen the implementation of SDG 6 and related Goals, to support action 

on water, climate resilience and disaster risk reduction? 
3. What innovations can advance knowledge into action and ensure evidence-based 

outcomes to ensure progress for SDG 6 and water agendas? 
13:55–14:10 Remarks by Co-organizing and supporting Member States (3 min/each) 

• H.E. Mrs. Suela Janina, Permanent Representative of the Republic of 
Albania to the United Nations 

• Mr. Antti Rautavaara, Special Envoy for Water, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Finland 

• Mr. Kazuhiko Seriu, Second Secretary of the Permanent Mission of 
Japan to the United Nations 

14:10-14:20 
 

Floor interventions (subject to time availability) 
There is no pre-established list of speakers for the interactive discussion; However, priority will 
be given to interventions at the ministerial level and stakeholders as communicated to the 
organizers via pre-registration. Accredited participants may also request the floor by pressing the 
microphone button on the console. To maximize participation, interventions should be limited to 
two minutes. 

14:20-14:25 Summary and next steps by UN-Water representative 
14:25–14:30 
 

Closing remarks 
Dr. Mohamed CBC Diatta, Senegal's Sherpa for 2026 UN Water Conference, 
Ministry of Water and Sanitation, Senegal 

 


