
Background
The world is undergoing one of the most 
significant urban transitions in human 
history. According to the United Nations 
World Urbanization Prospects 2025, 
cities are now home to approximately 
45 per cent of the global population, 
more than double the 20 per cent 
recorded in 1950, while a further 36 
per cent live in towns and semi-dense 
areas. By mid-century, nearly 70 per 
cent of humanity is expected to reside 
in urban areas. Cities already account 
for approximately 70-75 per cent of 
global energy consumption, generate 
most of the global economic output, 
and concentrate critical infrastructure, 
services, assets, and innovation. As 
urban populations continue to grow, 
demand for housing, transport, energy, 
water, land, and waste management 
systems is expected to increase 
significantly, placing unprecedented 
pressure on urban ecosystems, public 
resources, governance systems as 
well as on efforts to fulfil human rights 
and leave no one behind in achieving 
sustainable development. 

At the centre of this urban transition 
lies a growing housing crisis and a 

widening challenge to the realization of 
the human right to adequate housing. 
Nearly 3 billion people worldwide 
lack access to adequate housing, 
while more than 1.1 billion people live 
in slums and informal settlements 
characterized by overcrowding, 
insecure tenure, inadequate services, 
poor living conditions, and heightened 
exposure to different risks, including 
disaster, environmental and health 
risks. Recognized under international 
human rights law as part of the right 
to an adequate standard of living, 
adequate housing extends beyond 
shelter to encompass security of tenure, 
affordability, habitability, accessibility, 
availability of services, cultural 
adequacy, and access to opportunities. 
Yet for millions of people, particularly 
women, children, persons with 
disabilities, migrants, and other groups 
in vulnerable situations, these rights 
remain out of reach. Housing challenges 
are increasingly interconnected 
with broader urban issues, including 
poverty, inequality, climate vulnerability, 
infrastructure deficits, limited fiscal 
space, environmental degradation, 

and limited access to economic 
opportunities. Housing has therefore 
emerged not only as a social and 
development imperative but also 
as a cornerstone of human dignity, 
social justice, urban resilience, and 
sustainable development.

At the same time, cities are increasingly 
on the frontline of climate change and 
disaster risk. The concentration of 
people, infrastructure, and economic 
activity in urban areas has amplified 
exposure to floods, heatwaves, 
storms, droughts, and other hazards. 
The impacts of disasters often 
cascade across interconnected urban 
systems including housing, transport, 
water, energy, health, education, and 
livelihoods resulting in prolonged 
social and economic disruption. 
These impacts disproportionately 
affect low-income communities and 
residents of informal settlements, 
where vulnerability is frequently 
concentrated. Strengthening urban 
resilience is therefore essential not only 
for safeguarding development gains but 
also for protecting human rights and 
ensuring that no one is left behind.
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As the international community 
approaches the final years of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
progress towards SDG 11 remains 
uneven and insufficient. Evidence 
from Voluntary National Reviews, New 
Urban Agenda reporting processes, and 
global assessments consistently points 
to fragmented and sector-specific 
approaches as a major constraint to 
implementation. Housing, mobility, 
disaster resilience, resource efficiency, 
ecosystem protection, and service 
delivery are often planned and managed 
independently despite their strong 
interdependencies. At the same time, 
growing inequalities and persistent gaps 
in access to adequate housing highlight 
the need for development pathways that 
place human rights, equity, participation, 
and accountability at the centre of 
policymaking. Accelerating progress 
towards inclusive, safe, resilient, and 
sustainable cities therefore requires 
integrated urban systems that align 
policy, planning, financing, governance, 
and implementation across sectors 
while advancing the realization of 
human rights.

Global frameworks provide a strong 
mandate for such action. The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
the New Urban Agenda, the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, and international human 
rights instruments collectively call 
for cities that are inclusive, resilient, 
environmentally sustainable, and 
responsive to the needs and rights of all 
residents. Complementary initiatives, 
including the Aichi 2030 Declaration on 
Environmentally Sustainable Transport 
(2021-2030), the Jaipur Declaration on 
3R and Circular Economy (2025-2035), 
the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport 
(2026-2035), and emerging sustainable 
city standards and guidelines, further 
emphasize the need for systemic 
transformation in how cities are 
planned, financed, managed, and 
monitored.

Against this backdrop, this side event 
will examine how integrated urban 
approaches grounded in human rights 
can accelerate implementation of 
SDG 11 by placing people, adequate 
housing, and dignity at the centre of 

urban transformation. It will showcase 
practical experiences from cities and 
countries that are advancing sustainable 
transport, circular economy practices, 
nature-based solutions, resilient 
infrastructure, and risk-informed urban 
planning while addressing housing 
and informal settlement challenges. 
The session will also highlight the 
importance of robust urban data 
systems, strengthened monitoring of 
SDG 11, and enhanced partnerships to 
support evidence-based policymaking 
and accountability. By bringing together 
Member States, local governments, UN 
entities, development partners, civil 
society, and other stakeholders, the 
event will identify practical pathways for 
advancing coherent, inclusive, resilient, 
and rights-based urban development 
that simultaneously delivers benefits 
for poverty reduction, social inclusion, 
climate action, economic opportunity, 
and the progressive realization of the 
right to adequate housing, alongside 
other human rights.

Objective of the session
This high-level side event will present 
key findings from the 2026 SDG 11 
Synthesis Report and examine how 
housing and informal settlements can 
serve as entry points for advancing 
inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
urban development. The session will 
explore how integrated urban systems, 

risk-informed planning, human rights-
based approaches, and strengthened 
resilience and urban data ecosystems 
can accelerate implementation of SDGs, 
the New Urban Agenda and the Sendai 
Framework. Drawing on experiences 
from Member States, cities, UN entities 
and development partners, the event 

will identify practical pathways for 
scaling housing solutions, strengthening 
disaster resilience and human-rights 
based approaches that simultaneously 
address poverty, inequality, 
infrastructure, disaster and climate 
resilience and urban sustainability.
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Programme

Welcome

•	 Prof. Gesa Ziemer (Moderator), Professor for Digital Urban Cultures at the HafenCity University Hamburg.

High-Level Opening 

1.	 Anaclaudia Rossbach, Executive Director, UN-Habitat
2.	 Shigeo Murata, Head, United Nations Centre for Regional Development–Division for Sustainable Development Goals/UN 

DESA (UNCRD–DSDG/UN DESA)
3.	 Claudia Fuentes Julio, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights and Head of OHCHR in New York
4.	 Kamal Kishore, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction and Head of UNDRR 

Presentations and Interventions

1.	 Edlam Yemeru, Chief, Knowledge and Innovation Branch,  
UN-Habitat, SDG 11 synthesis report highlights 

2.	 Hajime Oshiro, Vice Governor of Okinawa Prefecture, Japan   
Localizing and Implementing SDG 11 – Case of Okinawa Prefecture, Japan 

3.	 David Perejil Bricio, Director-General for the 2030 Agenda, Ministry of Social Rights, Consumer Affairs, and 2030 Agenda 
of Spain 

4.	 Michael Maas, Deputy Mayor (Bürgermeister) of Pirmasens, Germany  
Prioritizing disaster resilience at the local level 

5.	 Astra Bonini, Chief, Integrated Policy Analysis Branch, DSDG/UN DESA  
UN Decade of Sustainable Transport (2026-2035)

Discussion

Closing & way forward

Guiding questions
•	 The 2026 SDG 11 Synthesis Report highlights that progress remains uneven across many SDG 11 targets, with housing 

emerging as a central enabler of sustainable urban development. Based on the report’s findings, what do you see as the 
most critical barriers to accelerating implementation, and what immediate actions should governments and partners 
prioritize between now and 2030 to get SDG 11 back on track?

•	 If you could prioritize one transformative action over the next four years to accelerate SDG 11 implementation globally, what 
would it be, and how would success be measured by 2030?

•	 What new and innovative financing mechanisms and policy reforms are most effective in scaling integrated urban solutions 
that simultaneously deliver affordable housing, sustainable mobility, disaster and climate resilience, and social inclusion?

•	 How can cities operationalize a human rights–based approach to advancing SDG 11 to ensure that no one is left behind, 
particularly low-income communities, migrants, persons with disabilities, women, youth, and older persons? 

•	 How can circular economy approaches help cities accelerate SDG 11 while advancing climate goals, resource efficiency, 
and economic opportunities

•	 Drawing from Pirmasens’ experience, how is the city working to build resilience at the local level,  and what targeted 
support and partnerships could accelerate the city’s efforts to implement coherent, risk‑informed urban development?
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Speakers’ biographies

Anacláudia Rossbach is the Executive Director of UN-Habitat and an economist with over 20 years of 
experience in housing, informal settlements, and urban policies. She was appointed Executive Director 
of UN-Habitat at the Under-Secretary-General level by the General Assembly, following nomination by 
the UN Secretary-General on 7 June 2024. Prior to this role, she was the Director for Latin America 
and the Caribbean at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy and served as Regional Manager for Cities 
Alliance, where she founded the Urban Housing Practitioners Hub. Prior to that, with the World Bank, 
she oversaw the development and implementation of Brazilian housing and slum-upgrading policies. 
Ms. Rossbach has actively contributed to global urban policy discussions and has a strong academic 
presence in the field. She took office on 12 August 2024.

She heads the CityScienceLab, a cooperation with the MIT Media Lab (Cambridge, MA, USA), which 
researches on the future of cities (with a special focus put on digitalisation). She is also the academic 
director of UNITAC, a United Nations Innovation and Technology Lab (UN-Habitat, OICT) that conducts 
global research on the use of technology in informal settlements. 

She is co-founder of the digital geo-referenced workspace comaps. She was Humbolt-Scholarship 
recipient (Feodor Lynen program) at Harvard Kennedy School in Cambridge/ USA in 2020/21. From 
2012 to 2020 she was Vice President Research at HafenCity University Hamburg.

Claudia Fuentes Julio of Chile became Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights on 1 June 2026, 
leading the UN Human Rights Office in New York. A diplomat, scholar, and human rights expert, she 
brings more than 20 years of experience in international relations, multilateral diplomacy, and human 
rights. Prior to her appointment, she served as Chile’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
and other international organizations in Geneva (2022–2026).Throughout her career, she has held 
key leadership roles in the UN system and multilateral bodies, including the Human Rights Council, 
International Labour Organization, Alliance 8.7, and the UN Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture. She 
has also built a distinguished academic career, teaching and conducting research on human rights, 
foreign policy, gender, conflict resolution, and international relations. She holds a PhD in International 
Studies from the University of Denver, is a Fulbright Scholar, and is fluent in Spanish and English.

Kamal Kishore is the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (SRSG) and Head of UNDRR. He brings nearly three decades of experience in disaster 
risk reduction, climate action, and sustainable development across the UN, government, and civil 
society. Prior to his current role, he served as Head of India’s National Disaster Management Authority, 
where he led the G20 Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction and helped establish the Coalition 
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure. He previously spent thirteen years with UNDP supporting policy 
development and post disaster recovery across Asia, following earlier leadership roles at the Asian 
Disaster Preparedness Centre and work on post earthquake reconstruction as an architect in New 
Delhi.

Anaclaudia Rossbach
Executive Director, UN-
Habitat

Prof. Dr. Gesa Ziemer
Professor for Digital Urban 
Cultures at the HafenCity 
University Hamburg.

Claudia Fuentes Julio
Assistant Secretary-General 
for Human Rights and Head 
of OHCHR in New York

Kamal Kishore
Head, UNDRR / SRSG

High-Level Opening Speakers

Moderator

Murata Shigeo assumed the position of Head of the United Nations Centre for Regional Development 
(UNCRD) in March 2025. An engineer and infrastructure specialist, he brings more than three decades 
of experience in transport, infrastructure development, and international cooperation. After earning 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Engineering from Kyoto University, he began his career in 1993 at 
Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), focusing on road transport 
policy, research, training, and knowledge exchange. Throughout his career, he has held senior roles in 
government, research institutions, and international organizations, including positions at the Public 
Works Research Institute, MIT, JICA, and MLIT. Most recently, he served as Executive Technical Advisor 
at JICA and as a Senior Staff member in the Minister’s Secretariat of MLIT before joining UNCRD.Shingeo Murata

Head, UNCRD-DSDG/UN 
DESA



2026 HLPF- SDG 11 SIDE EVENT

5
Event focal points: Robert Ndugwa- Robert.ndugwa@un.org, Anita Amoah-anita.amoah@un.org, Mohanty Choudhury: choudhury.
mohanty@un.org , Aleksandra Plesko: aleksandra.plesko@un.org  

Hajime Oshiro has served as Vice Governor of Okinawa Prefecture, Japan, since March 2025. An 
economist and academic, he earned a Master’s degree in Economics from Hiroshima University and 
began his career as a researcher at leading Okinawan research institutes. Over more than 40 years 
in higher education, he held teaching and leadership positions at Hiroshima University of Economics 
and the University of the Ryukyus, where he served as Professor, Director of the Center for Asia-
Pacific Island Studies, Vice President, Executive Director, and ultimately President from 2013. Named 
Professor Emeritus in 2019, he now helps advance Okinawa’s “Okinawa-style SDGs,” promoting 
sustainable, inclusive development rooted in the prefecture’s unique culture, environment, and 
commitment to peace.Hajime Oshiro

Vice Governor of Okinawa 
Prefecture, Japan

David Perejil Bricio
Director-General for the 
2030 Agenda, Ministry of 
Social Rights, Consumer 
Affairs, and 2030 Agenda 
of Spain

Astra Bonini is Chief of the Integrated Policy Analysis Branch at the United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs. Her team provides policy analysis to support the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with a focus on synergies and interlinked approaches 
to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). She approaches the holistic mission of sustainable 
development from the entry points of science and technology, transport, energy and agriculture. 
Specific initiatives under her leadership include the Global Sustainable Development Report, the 
Technology Facilitation Mechanism, the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport and SDG reviews at the 
High-level Political Forum. Astra earned her PhD in sociology from the Johns Hopkins University and 
Master of International Affairs from Columbia University with a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering.

Michael Maas is the Deputy Mayor (Bürgermeister) of Pirmasens, Germany, a position he has 
held since July 2019, where he oversees finance, environmental affairs, construction, municipal 
infrastructure, and the city’s public utilities. A trained civil engineer with additional qualifications 
in industrial engineering and municipal financial management, he previously served as head of 
Pirmasens’ Civil Engineering Department after working in both the private and public sectors. Maas 
is recognized for his focus on sustainable urban development, sound municipal finances, and 
modernizing the city’s infrastructure while supporting long-term economic growth.

He holds a degree in Information Sciences (Complutense University of Madrid), a university 
specialization in the Historical Profile of Middle Eastern Conflicts (National University of Distance 
Education), a master’s degree in Social Exclusion, Integration, and Citizenship (National University of 
Distance Education), and a master’s degree in International Relations and African Studies (Autonomous 
University of Madrid). Specialized in international relations, Middle Eastern studies, human rights, 
and social movements, he has developed his professional career in the academic field, international 
cooperation, research, international advisory and journalism. His most recent positions have been as 
a substitute professor in the Department of International Relations and Global History at Complutense 
University of Madrid, coordinator of the Middle East regional area at the NGO NOVACT and researcher 
at IECAH (Institute for Studies on Conflicts and Humanitarian Action). Previously, he worked in 
international policy advisory and journalism. He has published books, chapters, academic articles, 
opinion pieces, and journalistic articles on his areas of expertise. 

Michael Maas
Deputy Mayor (Bürgermeister) 
of Pirmasens, Germany,

Astra Bonini
Chief, Integrated Policy 
Analysis Branch, DSDG/
UN DESA

Presenters

Robert P. Ndugwa is a distinguished data scientist and statistician specializing in developing 
innovative, data-driven solutions for sustainable development. His expertise centers on working with 
cities and national governments to harness data and statistics for strategic planning and localized 
solutions, grounded in reliable, locally-sourced evidence. With a strong background in analyzing 
complex datasets, Robert has advised numerous organizations and expert boards. He represents 
UN-Habitat at major global forums, including the UN Geospatial Networks, Global Human Settlements 
Forum, and Global Urban Health Forums, and has contributed to several key research publications. As 
Chief of Data and Statistics Unit at UN-Habitat, Robert leads global efforts in urban statistical data 
collection, analysis, and dissemination, and oversees the development of international standards for 
urban statistics.

Robert Ndugwa
Chief, Data and Statistics 
Unit, UN-Habitat
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