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Road Safety Situation in Asia-Pacific

Road Safety Situation 

In Asia-Pacific region,
1 person is being killed on the road

in every 40 seconds

More than 2,000 lives a day.
More than 15,000 lives a week.



Global Mandate

2006 20152011

Decade of Action

2020

Ministerial 
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Global Mandate

2006 20152011

Decade of Action

2020

ESCAP Ministerial Conference on Transport, 
Moscow, December 2016

The updated Regional Road Safety Goals and 
Targets for Asia and the Pacific 2016-2020 has 

been adopted

The overall objective 
“50 per cent reduction in fatalities and 
serious injuries on the roads of Asia and the
Pacific over the period 2011 to 2020”

maintain the 8 goals with additional elements in 
each goals including the use of ITS, safe public t.
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Road Safety Situation in Asia-Pacific
• Road traffic injuries are a 

leading cause of death and 
disability in the regions

• Over 733,000 deaths in 2013 
(approx. 59% of 1.25 m global 
road deaths), 5.6% reduction 
compared to 2010

• Economic cost of road 
fatalities = 1-3% of GDP

• 23 countries have shown 
progress in the reduction 
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Estimated losses 
due to road traffic crashes (2013)

Estimated GDP lost (%) Estimated lost (million USD)

Armenia 1 104.39
Australia 2.1 32,103.98

Bangladesh 1.6 2,456.08
Cambodia 2.1 324.45
India 3 58,082.64

Indonesia* 2.9-3.0 22,652.82

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 6 30,697.26

Japan 1.3 63,954.64
Lao People's Democratic Republic 2.7 290.52
Malaysia 1.5 4,697.37
Myanmar 0.5 310.71
Nepal 0.8 145.82
New Zealand 1.6 3,031.90
Philippines 2.6 7,073.74

Republic of Korea 1 13,056.05

Russian Federation* 1.9 28,973.42

Thailand 3 12,605.01

Turkey* 1.1 8,042.58

Viet Nam 2.9 4,965.44
Total (19 countries) 293,568.83
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Road Safety Situation in Asia-Pacific

• At subregional level, 3 
subregions show progress over 
2010 and 2013.

• Pacific and North and Central 
Asian subregions’s road fatalities 
figure has increased. 

• South and South-West Asia and 
East and North-East Asia 
subregion outperform the 
region’s average in the reduction 
of road fatalities

Road Safety Situation 
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(2010 and 2013)
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• 2009 was the first time ever that 
the majority of the world’s 
population lived in a city

In Asia

• By 2020, the urban population of 
the Asia-Pacific region is expected 
to surpass 50 percent, and in 2050 
it is estimated that over 3 billion 
people will live in the region’s 
urban areas.

• This continuous growth of urban 
residents has resulted in rapid 
increases of transport activities 
and private vehicle ownership
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Some common characteristics of urban areas in developing countries

- Rapid increase in population and motorization 
- Densely populated
- Road users compete for limited space 
- Traffic mix

 Frequent and close interaction
between vulnerable and motorized road users

 Urban road safety is
to a large degree an issue of vulnerable road user safety.



Motorcyclists, pedestrians and 
cyclists are more vulnerable in the 
region 

VRUs account for more than half 
(55%) of total deaths

Cambodia, Kiribati, Palau, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand are among 
countries in ESCAP region that have 
over 80% of VRU share of total traffic 
fatalities (Viet Nam – no data 
available)

21.90%

23.33%

19.93%5.06%

29.73%

Share of road traffic death in ESCAP 
region (2013)  by road user type

4-wheeler

Others

Pedestrian
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motorized 2 and 3-wheelers
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“Enable increased mobility without compromising safety”

- The VRU or vulnerable road users such as two and three - wheeler 
users and pedestrians and are at greater risk and bear greater 
burden of injury due to variety and intensity of traffic mix (especially 
slow moving VS fast moving vehicles) and lack of separation from 
other road users (OECD)

- The VRU especially pedestrian and cyclists – to a certain degree are 
those from the poorest of the community (urban poor)

- Pedestrians often being neglected from the planning of urban road 
networks (designed for motor vehicles only) (DFID)

 human traffic congestion
 increased exposure of traffic accidents
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Target Actions

– Improve infrastructure safety designs and safe 
environment for VRUs (especially Non-Motorised
Transport Users)

– Improve enforcement and changing behavior or road 
users to avoid dangerous traffic offences e.g. helmet 
wearing, speeding

– Awareness raising, Education and Campaigns

– Improve emergency response
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One of the problems is inadequate separation of pedestrians from

vehicles / separation of non-motorized slow moving to motorized fast 

moving vehicles

- Footpaths not available (low quality, obstructed, illegally used 
by motorized vehicles)

- Lack of road shoulders

- Lack of medians

- Few safe crossing points or long distances between safe 
crossing points

- No bicycle lanes

- Not enough light (night time)
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Source: Mirror Star
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Poor road user behavior - one of the major cause of accidents

Road Safety requires variety of measures. In addition to 
engineering, enforcement, awareness raising and 
education are also needed

Behavioral and cognitive psychological theory: 

people modify behaviors as a result of

- new information, experiences and perceptions

- rewards and punishment
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UNESCAP Road Safety Activities

Projects and activities

Project: Development of technical standards on road 
infrastructure safety facilities and model ITS deployments for the 
Asian Highway (AH) Network

Partner/Donor: Korea Expressway Corporation (KEC)

Expected accomplishment: to improve road safety and road traffic 
management along the AH network through the development of 
technical standards for road infrastructure safety facilities and 
model intelligent transport systems (ITS) deployments.

Outputs: Establishment of road safety facility infrastructure 
standards, Development of model intelligent transport systems 
deployments, Development of strategies to promote and facilitate 
the implementation of the AH design standards, Sharing of 
knowledge and know-how

Implementing countries: ESCAP region

Duration: March 2015– Dec 2017
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Projects and activities

Project: Black spot improvement

Partner: Korea Transportation Safety Authority (KOTSA)

Objectives: To provide technical assistance and capacity building 
on making roads safer and reducing the severity of road crashes through 
black spots improvement

Activities: Black spots inspection, Recommendations for black 
spots improvement, capacity building workshops

Implementing countries: Fiji, Viet Nam, Mongolia

Duration: 2015– Dec 2016



Projects

Strengthening national road safety management capacities for selected 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition

National Workshops

Development of national strategy with measurable goals, targets and 
timeframe – conducted in Cambodia, Mongolia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Philippines, Azerbaijan, Lao PDR, and Sri Lanka

Harmonization of road traffic rules, road signs and signals – conducted in 
Sri Lanka and Viet Nam

Recent activities

International conference on city and transport: Safety, Efficiency and 
Sustainability, Khabarovsk, Russian Federation, 2-5 September 2017 

Subregional workshop on the implementation of the updated Regional 
Road Safety Goals and Targets for Asia and the Pacific 2016-2020, Phnom 
Penh, 27-28 September 2017 

UNESCAP Road Safety Activities

Projects and activities
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• Wearing a good-quality helmet can 
reduce the risk of death from a road 
crash by 40 per cent and the risk from 
severe injury by over 70%. 

• A 5% cut in average speed can reduce 
the number of fatal crashes by as 
much as 30%. pedestrians and cyclists 
are especially at risk of an injury as a 
result of excessive vehicle speeds.

• Above a blood-alcohol concentration 
(BAC) of 0.05 g/dl, the risk of road 
traffic crash increases dramatically. 

Source: WHO
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Th nk you
www.unescap.org/our-work/transport

Info.: escap-ttd@un.org

@


