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Meeting Summary 
 

Special IPLA Event of the ISWA World Congress 2011 
 

Moving towards Zero Waste for a Green Economy – Role of Local Authorities  
 

17-18 October 2011, Daegu, Republic of Korea  
 
 

I. Introduction 
 
1. The United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) and the Ministry of 

Environment, Republic of Korea (MOE-Korea) jointly organized the Special Event, 
“Moving towards Zero Waste for a Green Economy – Role of Local Authorities,” on 17-18 
October 2011 in Daegu, Korea, in conjunction with the 2011 World Congress of 
International Solid Waste Association (ISWA). The event was supported by the Korean 
Society of Waste Management (KSWM) and ISWA. It was attended by approximately 80 
participants, comprising IPLA members and partners, national and local government 
representatives from eighteen countries (Bhutan, Brazil, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
India, Japan, Kenya, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Tanzania, Vietnam, and Yemen), international resource persons, 
and representatives from regional and sub-regional organizations, academic and research 
institutions, private sector, NGOs, international organizations and UN agencies. 

 
2. The objective of the special event was to discuss zero waste policies, programs and resource 

efficiency in the context of green economy and to address the significance of 
multi-stakeholders partnerships for moving towards a zero waste society. The ISWA World 
Congress 2011 with the theme of “Waste Management for Low Carbon and Green Growth 
Society” also provided an excellent opportunity for members of the International 
Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of Local Authorities (IPLA) to 
discuss the role of local authorities, private and industry sector for moving towards “zero 
waste” in the context of resource efficient society and green economy, and to further expand 
the collaborative network among local, national, international, and private sector.  

 
3. As one of the key outcomes, the participants and IPLA members affirmed their joint 

aspiration and intention through a Declaration, which emphasized the need for 
mainstreaming zero waste and resource efficiency in the political agenda as well as city 
development strategies and action plans as a pre-requisite to moving towards a green 
economy. The meeting further recommended building and expanding IPLA as a 
“decentralized network” and a "knowledge platform" whereby local authorities and public 
waste utilities could gain access to meaningful information, and interact and network with 
partner institutions (cities, private sector, professionals and research institutions, 
international financial institutions, UN and donor organizations, etc.) engaged in sustainable 
waste management (see Annex 1). 

 
 
II. Opening Session  
 
4. Expressing deep appreciation to the Ministry of Environment, Republic of Korea for 

hosting the meeting and to the Korean Society of Waste Management (KSWM) and the 
International Solid Waste Association (ISWA) for supporting the meeting, Choudhury Rudra 
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Charan Mohanty, Environment Coordinator of UNCRD, emphasized that moving towards 
zero waste is inherently a multi-stakeholder process. There is an urgent need for building 
partnerships for local authorities and municipalities to enhance their financial and technical 
capabilities to move towards zero wastes and resource efficient society. Based on the 
international consensus reached through the intersessional meetings of the United Nations 
Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD 18 and CSS 19) held during 2010-2011, the 
International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of Local Authorities 
(IPLA) was officially launched in May 2011 with the objective of addressing various needs 
and priorities of local authorities and municipalities in achieving sustainable waste 
management. Currently there are more than hundreds of registered members and partners of 
IPLA. In 2012, the international community will debate on how to move towards a green 
economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication at the UN 
Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) / Rio+20. IPLA can contribute towards 
international efforts in achieving resource efficient and sustainable waste management 
towards a green economy.  

 
5. Prof. Chettiyappan Visvanathan, Environmental Engineering and Management Program, 

School of Environment, Resources and Development, Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), 
expressed his deep appreciation to the international community for designating AIT as the  
Global Secretariat for IPLA. He emphasized the need for IPLA to expand its membership in 
support of local authorities, in particular participation of the private sector. He also stressed 
the immediate need for mobilizing required resources in support of IPLA activities.  

  
6. Mr. Jeffery Charles Cooper, President, International Solid Waste Association (ISWA), 

reaffirmed his support to IPLA. He noted that ISWA was one of the international 
associations which joined IPLA during the CSD Intersessional Conference on Building 
Partnerships for Moving towards Zero Waste held in February 2011. He emphasized that 
ISWA actively works on the issues of waste prevention, recycling, resource recovery as well 
as role of local authorities. ISWA has been recently focusing on the role of the informal 
sector, among others. The issue has been difficult for local authorities to deal with, but it is 
becoming more essential. Working on such a soft issue relies on communication and 
behavioral changes. Local authorities need to expand their skills, techniques, and 
experiences in waste management particularly in the time of resource constraints.  

 
7. Welcoming the participants, Mr. Heung-Jin Choi, Director General, Resource Recirculation 

Policy Division, Ministry of Environment, Republic of Korea, addressed that the world is 
facing a crisis in terms of resource depletion, energy shortage and unusual weather 
phenomena caused by growth-emphasizing policy. There are new challenges to solve the 
environmental problems and to create job with economic development at the same time. 
There is no choice but to break the stereotypes such as "Environment conflicts economic 
growth", and adopt the new paradigm "Green Growth". Waste management is the 
representative field of green growth. In particular, the resource circulating society is the 
model of future society, where waste is minimized, recycling is maximized, and 
environment is protected. As waste management and resource circulation is connected to 
government policies and various stakeholders, it is important to establish the role of each 
party and to develop partnership further.  

 
 
III. Resource efficiency and zero waste in the context of a green economy 
 

8. In June 2012, the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) or Rio+20, will 
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be organized in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with themes of 1) a green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication and 2) the institutional framework for 
sustainable development. The concept of green economy focuses primarily on the 
intersection between environment and economy (2nd Prep Com of UNCSD/Rio+20, 2010). 
Energy efficiency, material efficiency, closed loop manufacturing and better waste 
management are essential elements in a green economy, which is central to poverty 
alleviation, and it seeks to provide diverse opportunities for economic development without 
eroding a country’s natural assets, and contributes to creating green jobs, and addresses 
health and labor standards for informal waste sector, among others.  

 
9. Green economy therefore attaches importance on moving towards a resource-efficient and 

zero waste society. Zero waste is a long-term vision that ultimately envisages a thriving 
society that exists within nature’s resource constraints and its ability to assimilate waste. 
Zero waste policy and resource-efficiency measures are intrinsically linked in a mutually 
beneficial way. By improving resource efficiency and moving towards zero waste, national 
and local authorities can tackle local environmental problems, address climate change, 
ensure energy security, preserve natural capital, improve economic competitiveness, and 
pursue social benefits, ultimately contributing to the promotion of a green economy.  

 
10. Despite the improvement of waste management during the past years, the world 

consumption still continues to grow. Municipal solid waste has different characteristics 
between industrialized (e.g., dominated with paper and plastics) and developing countries 
(e.g., high concentration of organic matter). Developing countries can improve their waste 
management by adopting technologies that are technical and economically feasible, 
suitable for the type and scale of wastes which they generate and adequate to the 
economical, social and cultural peculiarities of their citizens.  

 
11. One option for developing countries can be sought in efficient management of organic 

matter. Organic matter constitutes a large percentage of waste in developing countries. 
Organic conversion through composting provides a number of benefits in terms of proper 
waste management, environmental protection such as protection of surface and ground 
water, the reduction of green house gas emissions and generation of business opportunities 
in which communities and public waste utilities can be involved. 

 
12. Integration of a community support system is helpful, including an integrated approach 

addressing waste management, waste to energy production, electricity supplies, water 
treatment, food production, and others. Development of such community support system 
will result in high overall system efficiency, reduced net waste production, energy security 
and optimal use of limited resources. For example, diverting wastes from landfill to 
composting has an implication of generating financial incentives and other benefits for the 
communities. 

13. There is a need to develop 3R and zero waste strategies with appropriate technologies (site   
selection, facility design), available resources (financial and human) for sustainable 
operations, and availability of use and markets (product quality). Local and national 
authorities need to consider their waste management policies and programs are effectively 
linked to resource management, resource efficiency and resource recovery, including 
climate mitigation and adaptation. .  
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IV. Zero waste policies and programmes 
 
14. Inefficient use of resources is a common problem in many countries due to weak            

enforcement of environmental policies and laws, inadequate knowledge of clean 
technologies, low levels of awareness, and poor enterprise management. Zero waste 
contributes to resource and environmental conservation by minimizing resource use and 
maximizing the capture, reuse, recycling, and recovery of the intrinsic resource value. It 
also contributes to social and economic development such as good governance, green job 
creation, public health, and community cohesion. 

15. At the heart of 3Rs is a belief that sustainable development is only possible through 
decoupling energy and material use from economic growth and preservation of natural 
capital. Achieving US or European standards of living globally without changing existing 
production and consumption patterns might require 3~5 additional planets to provide the 
necessary resources and ecosystems services. It is necessary to distinguish relative 
decoupling (where resource or environmental impacts grow slower than the relevant 
economic indicator) from absolute decoupling, which is more difficult to achieve (where 
resource use declines, irrespective of the growth rate of the economic driver). 

16. Challenge for industries is to decouple economic growth from the use and consumption of 
natural resources and energy and to provide more values with less environmental impact 
and better economic and ecological efficiency. Industries need sustainable industrial 
development which increases income, improves health and quality of life, and reduces 
resource use, pollution, waste and impacts on nature and natural assets. 

17. In most economies, much of major sectors’ activities such as construction/housing, food 
and transport sectors (which account for nearly 70% of material, energy, and land use) exist 
in cities. Therefore, material consumption at city level needs to be improved. It will require 
cooperation between cities and industries. Eco-cities are the areas where urban planning 
and environmental management tools are applied to pursue synergies in resource utilization 
and productivity, waste management, environmental preservation, industrial and economic 
development and a healthy living environment. Industries are mostly located in urban 
(municipal) settings. Industries that are more resource efficient and less polluting will be an 
important part of eco-cities. Industries can also provide the environmental services needed 
by eco-cities, through effective partnerships between local authorities and industries.  

18. Green industry has two strategies: greening of industries, and creating green industries. 
Greening industry ensures that all industries, regardless of sector, size or location, 
continuously improve their resource productivity and decrease environmental burdens. 
Creating green industries stimulates the development and creation of industries that provide 
environmental goods and services, including green jobs, and covers all types of services 
and technologies aimed at contributing to reducing negative environmental impacts.  

19. Examples of creating green industries in cities include waste collection, recycling, 
treatment, disposal, (clean-up), water purification, wastewater treatment, air pollutant 
treatment,  decentralized renewable technologies, and building energy conservation, 
transportation optimization. The 3R principles provide a useful basis for building eco-cities 
and green industries. 

20. While the role of national governments is to mainstream 3Rs into national development 
agenda including environmental, social, and economic plans, policies, strategies and 
programmes, they could also establish long-term recycling targets to provide certainty of 
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supply of recyclables and guarantee willingness to pay through appropriate legislation. 
Both national and local governments can build adequate technical and human resource 
capacity for collection and safe treatment of toxic and hazardous wastes, including 
house-hold waste, medical waste and e-waste. They could take benefits of 3R 
technologies/practices to create new, entrepreneurial businesses, waste exchanges services 
at national, regional and local scales. At the same time, they can also promote “green 
procurement”.  

21. Local governments could consider a range of partnership options to develop     
eco-industrial zones and clusters to strengthen industrial capacity for recycling and for 
industrial symbiosis. 

 
V. Public-Private Partnership  

 
22. Public-Private Partnership (PPP) can create new opportunities for national and local 

governments to improve waste management services, and for the private sector to develop, 
apply and commercialize new technologies. The case of Cheongsong project in Republic of 
Korea showed that the local government provided the company with an opportunity to 
apply a new waste-to-energy technology and succeeded in improving waste management 
problems in the country, which lacks landfill sites.  

23. For moving towards zero waste, the private sector needs to be involved in developing new, 
innovative, flexible and environmentally friendly technologies to minimize waste and 
environmental effects, maximize energy recovery, and improve efficiency of waste 
management. The private sector should consider developing such new business models and 
find financial incentives on local, national and global scales.   

24. Public sector needs to support the private sector’s initiatives and efforts in developing 
innovation and new technologies. It should clarify government policy and goals towards 
zero waste. Policy formulation should involve various stakeholders including the private 
sector and citizens for developing better policies. 

25. Partnerships provide win-win solutions both for the local authorities and private sector if   
duly supported by appropriate policy frameworks. Such partnerships could lead to savings 
in municipal budgets, where waste management usually consumes a large portion. The 
private sector, on the other hand, may use this opportunity to convert waste into 
environmentally friendly products and energy that could also serve as income generating 
opportunities. 

26. Partnerships offer alternatives in which governments and private companies assume 
co-responsibility and co-ownership for the delivery of required solid waste management 
services for the communities. Partnerships combine the advantages of the private sector 
(dynamism, access to financial resources and latest technologies, managerial efficiency, 
and entrepreneurial spirit, etc.) with social concerns and responsibility of the public sector 
(public health and better life, environmental awareness, local knowledge and job creation, 
etc.) 

27. While the local authorities and municipalities in developing countries face growing 
challenges in dealing with the conventional waste streams with their limited capacity, both 
in terms of finance and technology, there has been a rapid increase in the consumption of a 
wide range of electronic goods, adding another critical dimension to the existing waste 
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management issues. IPLA should foster extensive collaboration and partnerships among the 
different stakeholders – governments, civil society, private sector, local communities, and 
the UN system.   

 
VI. International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of 

Local Authorities (IPLA) 
 
28. The objective of IPLA is to foster partnerships with an ultimate purpose of expanding 

waste management services of local authorities. Its mission is to “share knowledge, 
communicate across national boundaries and work to spread best practice in order to 
accelerate the uptake of waste related infrastructure and services at various stages of waste 
management such as avoidance, prevention, minimization, segregation, collection, 
transport, recycling, recovery, reuse treatment and disposal.” 

29. The meeting took note that IPLA is expected to become a “decentralized network” and a 
"knowledge platform" whereby local authorities and public waste utilities could gain access 
to meaningful information, and interact and network with partner institutions (cities, private 
sector, professionals and research institutions, international financial institutions, UN and 
donor organizations, etc.) actively engaged in sustainable waste management. Currently 
more than seventy organizations (cities, international organizations, UN, private sector, 
research institutions, NGOs, and donor agencies) have registered with IPLA. 

30. The meeting noted that the initial set of activities for IPLA included: expanding IPLA 
memberships; developing a dynamic knowledge exchange platform (web-portal); and 
implementation of IPLA through decentralized network including capacity building and 
pilot projects. The meeting recommended that IPLA should gradually shift towards the 
stage where it could self-sustain its operation with minimum financial support. 

31. Global Secretariat for IPLA (Asian Institute of Technology) expressed interest to develop     
research strategies with a focus on issues such as modality of privatization and business 
models for waste management, formalization of informal sector in waste management, and 
carbon financing and measuring co-benefits of SWM.  

 
1.  IPLA Web-portal: dynamic knowledge and interactive platform 
 
32. Mr. Rushikesh Bandekar, Vice Chairman of Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services 

(IL&FS)-India presented the conceptual outline and functional components of the IPLA 
Web Portal. The meeting took note that the Web Portal will be developed as a dynamic 
knowledge and interactive platform for local authorities and other stakeholders to share 
information, expertise, best practices, strategies, financial sources and etc. It can be utilized 
as a tool for various purposes such as data collection and knowledge management, 
consultation, creation of business opportunities and awareness and capacity building.  

33. The web portal aims to enhance communication, networking and interactions among a wide 
range of stakeholders at multiple levels. It is expected to bring access, resources and  
contributions from all IPLA members around the world. The web portal will mobilize 
relevant information and resources through IPLA members and present them in a way that 
responds to every user’s need.  

34. The web portal will be developed by IL&FS-India and will be hosted by the Asian Institute 
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of Technology (AIT) who serves as the Global Secretariat for IPLA. Training and technical 
support for the usage of Web Portal will be provided by IL&FS.  

35. IPLA Web Portal will be equipped with some key functions to ensure validity and    
authenticity of information to be posted on the web portal. For example, official 
contributions are distinguished from general information. Other essential functions such as 
security will be ensured in accordance with general standards.  

36. Language tool is an important element for the web portal. A main language for interface 
will be English. Posting can be made in multiple languages. Operation and update of the 
web portal will be conducted in a decentralized manner. Training and support will be 
provided by IL&FS to IPLA members on the operation of web-portal.  

2. Operational arrangements of IPLA  
 
37. With regard to IPLA implementation and IPLA Web Portal Development, the meeting 

recommended the following -  
 
a. Functional components  

 
38. IPLA should bridge information gap between developing and industrialized countries. 

Communication and information exchange can be enhanced through the web portal, 
newsletters and e-communications. Relevant information such as meetings and events 
should be shared among all IPLA members in a timely manner. 

 
39. IPLA can identify best experts for specific topics/issues in waste management and link them 

to LAs. Sub-Regional Secretariats can provide assistance in this regard.  
 
40. IPLA should assist local authorities to review the tender documents related to waste 

management technology selection. Many local authorities currently experience numerous 
difficulties in reviewing tender documents as they lack the knowledge of best demonstrated 
technology. As such most of the local authorities depend on the literature provided by the 
suppliers which is not always reliable. A technical advisory board could be constituted 
under IPLA to facilitate this review or evaluation process.  

 
41. IPLA should evaluate available waste management technologies in similar way the journal 

articles are peer-reviewed in international scholarly journals. IPLA should focus on not only 
technologies but also policies. IPLA can benefit better and integrated policy makings by 
involving and linking national and local leaders. Sustainability of government policies and 
staff needs to be ensured.  

 
42. IPLA should provide opportunities for education, training and capacity building. Preference 

should be given to core activities such as capacity building in the initial years. 
 
b. Mainstreaming concepts of zero waste, 3Rs, and resource efficiency among city 

and local authorities 
 
43. Waste management is an issue which needs to be dealt with at a local level. Strong 

involvement and commitment of Mayors and city authorities are required. IPLA needs to be 
designed and developed in a way that benefits waste management of local authorities. Its 
visibility and membership, particularly local authorities, need to be expanded. While the 
implementation of IPLA should be focused at local and municipal level particularly in 
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developing countries, IPLA can serve as a platform to foster interaction and partnership 
between state (provincial authorities) and cities in a country.  

 
44. High priority should be given to connect the local authorities with the academia and the 

private sector to foster required partnerships. IPLA can consider selecting a few local 
authorities annually and assist then to develop and implement zero waste policies and 
programmes. The outcomes can be widely disseminated as case studies in the IPLA 
website/newsletter.  

 
45. Not only global-level communication and partnership but also communication inside a 

country is important. Partnership between a wide range of stakeholders including 
government, NGOs, communities and citizens, industries and academia inside a country is 
necessary for moving towards zero waste. Lessons can be learnt from some countries in 
Asia such as Japan, Korea, and Malaysia, to mention a few. 

 
 
c. Operation framework – an entity or a virtual network 
 
46. Maintaining IPLA as a flexible entity is important for its sustainability. However, a formal 

management structure is also important to maintain the recognition and credibility of IPLA 
and also as a mechanism to formally accept funding resources from external bodies and 
donor communities.  

 
47. PLA can serve as a moderator for fostering regional cooperation. IPLA should create 

synergies with existing regional networks (eg. Basel Convention) in the waste management 
area. It is also important to involve various other networks connected with local authorities 
as formal members.  

 
48. Strengthening of regional bodies is necessary to better respond to local needs and challenges. 

Regional and Sub-Regional Secretariats of IPLA can play meaningful role in this regard. 
They can work with existing partners and networks and develop activities such as meetings 
and training workshops. For example, SWEEP-Net will organize a plenary session for IPLA 
during their forum to be organized in Marrakech, Morocco in May 2012.  

 
d. Mobilization of resources 
 
49. The meeting attached high importance to the resource mobilization for implementation of      

IPLA. In this regard a suggestion was made to hold a meeting with the donor agencies at the 
earliest.  

 
50. Considering the difficulty of securing core fund, IPLA can seek project-based funding. 

During initial stage, IPLA can identify possible core activities without funding.  
 
 
VII. The Way Forward – Declaration by IPLA Members on Zero Waste 
 
51. Underscoring the importance of moving towards zero waste with the active role and 

participation of local authorities and private sectors, the IPLA members and participants    
affirmed their aspiration and intention by adopting a Declaration (see Annex 1).  
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VIII. Closing Session  
 
52. Delivering the closing remarks, Mr. Heung-Jin Choi, Director General, Resource 

Recirculation Policy Division, Ministry of Environment, Republic of Korea, emphasized the 
roles of communities, business, industries and all levels of government in waste 
management and resource recirculation in dealing with diversification of waste stream and 
complexity of waste management. The meeting provided the critical milestone for various 
stakeholders to review how resource recirculation and waste management service can be 
extended. Today, not only government leading centralized partnership but also decentralized 
partnership by local authorities is necessary. IPLA is tuning into a useful network and 
knowledge platform to involve all the stakeholders for moving towards zero waste by 
clarifying the role of local authorities and strengthening their international cooperation. 
IPLA also contributes towards realizing a new era of waste management for Low Carbon 
Green Growth.  

 
53. On behalf of the Korean Society of Waste Management (KSWM), Prof. Young-Chil Seo, 

Yonsei University and the Chair of the meeting, expressed his strong interest in supporting 
IPLA as a platform to share Korean experiences, and further promote exchange of 
information and ideas between the Koran private sector and international stakeholders. 

 
54. Finally, the meeting welcomed ISWA Brazil to serve as a Sub-Regional Secretariat for 

Southern Latin America, and the University of Southern Caribbean to serve as a 
Sub-Regional Secretariat for the Caribbean SIDS.  

 
 
Annex 
Declaration for Moving towards Zero Waste through IPLA 



 

Annex  
 

Declaration for Moving towards Zero Waste through IPLA 
  
 

18 October 2011, Daegu, Republic of Korea  
 

 
We, the members as well as prospective members of the International Partnership for 
Expanding Waste Management Services of Local Authorities (IPLA) who met in Daegu, 
Republic of Korea, on 17-18 October 2011, at the Special Event of the ISWA World Congress 
2011, Moving towards Zero Waste for a Green Economy – Role of Local Authorities, to discuss 
and address the importance of zero waste, resource efficiency, and multi-stakeholder 
partnerships in the context of green economy,  
 
Recalling that the management of solid wastes and sewage was the subject of Chapter 21 of 
Agenda 21, which recognized that “environmentally sound management of wastes was among 
the environmental issues of major concern in maintaining the quality of the Earth’s environment 
and especially in achieving environmentally sound and sustainable development in all countries,”  
 
Noting that in June 2012, the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), or Rio+20, 
will be organized in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with two focused themes of (a) a green economy in 
the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication and (b) the institutional 
framework for sustainable development,  
 
Considering that the rapid increase in volume and diversification of solid waste generated 
mainly as a result of economic growth, urbanization, industrialization, and unsustainable 
production and consumption patterns has had a severe impact on the global and local 
environment, natural resources, public health, local economy, and living conditions, and 
threatens the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),  
 
Realizing that it is imperative that policy initiatives that deal with waste management become 
truly operational at the local and city levels by taking an integrated approach in addressing all the 
interrelated issues of fresh water resources, public health, and local ecosystem,  
 
Recognizing that resource efficiency aims to minimize net resource inputs to unit production and 
services as well as pollution and waste, while at the same time, that through resource efficiency 
local and national authorities can tackle local environmental problems, address climate change, 
ensure energy security, preserve natural capital, improve economic competitiveness, and pursue 
social benefits, ultimately contributing to the promotion of a green economy,  
 
Recognizing also that zero waste is a long-term vision that ultimately envisages a thriving 
society that exists within nature’s resource constraints and its ability to assimilate waste,  
 
Recognizing further that green economy attaches significant importance to the need for moving 
towards resource efficiency and a zero waste society,  
 
Emphasizing that moving towards zero waste is inherently a multi-stakeholder process which 
calls for partnerships within and between communities, businesses, industries, and all levels of 
government,  
 
Recognizing that waste management is inherently driven by specific local dynamics, which can 
be enhanced by international partnerships,  
 
 



 

 
Noting that the International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of Local 
Authorities (IPLA) was launched during the CSD-19 in New York in May 2011 to address the 
needs of local authorities in expanding waste management services, with a mission to “share 
knowledge, communicate across national boundaries, and work to spread best practice in order 
to accelerate the uptake of waste related infrastructure and services at various stages of waste 
management such as avoidance, prevention, minimization, segregation, collection, transport, 
recycling, recovery, reuse treatment and disposal”,   
 
 
hereby affirm our joint aspiration and declare our intention to: 
 
 
1. move forward to a resource efficient and zero waste society by promoting effective 

collaboration and partnerships among national and local authorities, municipalities, the 
private and business sector, NGOs, scientific and research organizations, and all other 
related entities;  

 
2. address the need for mainstreaming zero waste and resource efficiency into the 

political agenda as well as city development strategies or action plans as a pre-requisite 
to moving towards a green economy, and the required changes in the existing institutional 
arrangements at the local, regional, and national levels; 

 
3. develop IPLA as a “decentralized network” and a "knowledge platform" whereby local 

authorities and public waste utilities could gain access to meaningful information, and 
interact and network with partner institutions (cities, private sector, professionals and 
research institutions, international financial institutions, UN and donor organizations, etc.) 
actively engaged in sustainable waste management;  

 
4. enable local authorities to share their experiences on institutional, business, and financial 

models that have been successful or otherwise in addressing opportunities and specific 
waste problems, including new emerging wastes such as e-waste and plastics in a 
marine environment;   

 
5. help mainstream resource efficiency and 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) principles into 

the local development agenda, including environmental, social, and economic plans, policies, 
strategies, and programmes;    

 
6. facilitate the efforts of local authorities in the expansion of waste management-related 

services and infrastructure that cater to the needs of local authorities that comply with 
applicable regulations;  

 
7. help identify and stimulate potential partners and required financial mechanisms in support 

of “green jobs,” “green industries,” and “green investments” ; 
 

8. enable the local authorities to partner with enterprises to create eco-industrial zones and 
clusters as part of broader programmes to become eco-cities;   

 
9. promote partnerships as the basis for sustainable waste management in which 

governments and private companies assume co-responsibility and co-ownership for the 
delivery of required solid waste management services to growing urban communities;  

 
10. encourage awareness-raising and capacity-building programmes targeting the local 

authorities and other stakeholders, especially to decouple waste generation from economic 
development and to manage complex and new emergent waste streams; 



 

 
11. help in creating a practice-oriented knowledge network to help formulate innovative 

projects, select most appropriate technologies, access expertise, and promote waste 
exchange and waste-resource related opportunities, including financing opportunities;  

 
12. be instrumental in the collation of database on waste generation, technology 

performance and standards, benchmarks, and key performance indicators for gap 
assessment and target setting for the local authorities; and  

 
13. provide a platform to the local authorities in giving feedback to enhance and modernize the 

national policy framework on waste prevention, minimization, and management. 
 


