Ministry of the Environmen

Science Based Policy Initiatives
towards a Sound Material Cycle Society
In Japan

Yoshinori Suga

Deputy Director
Office of Sound Material-Cycle Society
Ministry of the Environment, Japan



&

Ministry of the Environment

Example: IPCC

IpcC

et thavie

CLIMATE CHANGE 2014
synthesis Report

A = E s

Source: IPCC 2



v

Ministry of the Environment

Example: International Resource Panel
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Japan’s case: Overview

* Alotof attempts so far
« Still, potential to improve
 [|nstitutional arrangement

* Role sharing (e.g. Science vs Policy vs Public)
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Japan’s case 1. Central Environment Council

The Basic Environmental Law, Article 41

« Central Environment Council is established in the Ministry
of the Environment.

* The Council may submit its opinions to the Minister of the
Environment and other related Ministers
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Japan’s case 1. Central Environment Council

Basic Act on Establishing a Sound Material-Cycle Society,
Article 41

« Central Environmental Council submits its opinions to the
Minister of the Environment on concrete guidance to
develop the Fundamental Plan for Establishing a Sound
Material-Cycle Society.

Submission of the 3rd Fundamental Plan from the
president of the Council to the State Minister

Source: MOE) 6
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Japan’s case 2: Research and survey

* Kinds of research and survey for policy

development, implementation, and review

Research
Survey

Reports, Expert

Journals, : Policy
committee
Etc. development

etc.
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Japan’s case 2: Research and survey

« Example: Small Home Appliance Recycling Law
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- Those who plan to start a recycling business may be * Authorization of recycling
authorized to do so by a competent minister after — business plans

“Selact collection Mathod Socording to formulating a business plan - Guidance, advice,

. Sherecteristics of local govemments. .. il - Authoﬂmdgrecyclas or those entrusted by an collection notification, and
authorized recycler to perform recycling need not to be _ on-the-spot inspections
authorized by the local government to perform the Approval, + Cancellation of authorization
recycling process for compact electronic devices. guldance,

« Recyclers who are asked to accept used compact
electrical devices from the local government in the
area where they plan to perform collection must do
so unless they can produce a compelling reason for
not accepting them.

Enforced in April, 2013
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Japan’s case 2: Research and survey
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Source: Press release reference by National Institute for Materials Science

Japan's urban mine accumulation
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Japan’s case 2: Research and survey

* The quantity of disposed small electronic
appliances Is 651,000 tons per year

» The useful metals contained within them are
estimated at 279,000 tons (equivalent to 84.4
billion yen)
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Japan’s case 3: Material Flow Indicators
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Japan’s case 3: Material Flow Indicators
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Japan’s case 3: Material Flow Indicators

« Survey for the indicators (statistics, complementary survey,
experts consultation)

e Discussion, check, and review in the Central Environment
Council

* Based on the council’s consultation and public comments
process, the Fundamental Plan for Establishing a Sound
Material-Cycle Society is reformed.

« Policies are developed and implemented according to the
Fundamental Plan.

it
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