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Cambodia 
Country Report: (10th Regional EST forum in Asia,14-16 March 2017, Vientiane)  

The implementation of the “Rectangular Strategy” is the further efforts to sustain the 
achievements that the Royal Government has to realize the “Millennium Development Goals” 
with the aim of improving and enhancing public institutional capacity, promoting good 
governance, and modernizing economic infrastructure in order to foster economic growth 
sustainable development and poverty reduction. 
 
Key Findings 
While remaining robust, growth in 2015 eased to 7%, slightly below the 7.1% achieved in 2014. 
Fiscal performance has improved, with substantial revenue growth and contained expenditures 
continuing to curb the overall fiscal deficit, while the public sector wage bill is on the rise, and is 
budgeted at 7.2% of GDP in 2016. 
Growing internal demand has pushed up inflation, which reached 2.3% in February 2016. The 
Cambodian Riel appreciated slightly, reaching 4,008 Riel per US dollar in February 2016. 
Cambodia’s real growth is projected to remain healthy at 6.9% in 2016, driven partly by a 
significant increase in government spending with fiscal expansion. Strong garment exports and 
improving tourism should help to offset a slowdown in agriculture, while construction sector 
growth could ease. 
Improving the overall business environment would enhance competitiveness across sectors, 
underpinning product and market diversification, while also helping firms to be well prepared to 
take advantage of the single market and production base goal set by the ASEAN Economic 
Community. 
 
The Ministry of Public Work and Transport is responsible for implementing the national policy 
concerning construction of all public works, including roads, bridges, ports, railways and 
waterways. 
 
Mission and Function: 
The Ministry of Public Works and Transport is decreed by the Royal Government of Cambodia 
to lead and manage the public works and transport sector in The Kingdom of Cambodia:   

• Manage the Implementation of national policy concerning all public works construction  
by establishing the principles of laws and cooperate with various organizations to 
develop the country.  

• Build, maintain manage all the transportation infrastructure such as roads, bridges , 
ports.      

•    Establish the regulations for the development of the roads, ports, railways and waterway 
infrastructure.  

•    Establish the regulations and control the transport by road, railway and waterway.  
• Participate and cooperate to establish laws, regulations, standard concerning the 

construction of Transport infrastructure.   
• Realize the other constructions that the Royal Government entrusts to it,   
• Cooperate with the Secretariat of Civil Aviation concerning all airport construction   

works.  
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I-Road Sector 
 
The total length of roads in Cambodia measured 47,263 km, 74% of which were rural, provincial 
roads. As of 2016, about 15,376 km of national and provincial roads were paved. 
The Ministry of Public Work and Transport is responsible for implementing the national policy 
concerning construction of all public works, including roads, bridges, ports, railways and waterways. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National and Provincial Road  Statistic (data, GDPW) 
NR 1 digit 9 lines NR 2 digits, 66 lines Provincial road Total length, NR+PR(414 l) 

paved, km total length paved, km total length paved, km total length paved, km total length 

2,254 2,254 2,865 5,007 1,507 8,115 6,627 15,376 
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I- 1Road Classification: 
 

Road Classification 
 
Road Design Target 

A-1 Digit National Roads 

To improve the road to be all weather condition by 
asphalt concrete (AC) pavement with sufficient 
capacity and standard for international corridor 

B-2 Digit National Roads 

To improve the road to be highway class function 
under all weather condition by AC or DBST 
surfacing  

C- Provincial & Rural 
Roads 

To maintain the road function level to be trafficable 
in accordance with traffic demand by strengthening 
the road maintenance system 

 

Pavement Types, National + Provincial, data GDPW   

AC DBST CC Gravel Earth Total, km 

1,180 5,423 23 7,302 1,448 15,376 
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I-   2 Road Development Strategy: 

Strategy 1: Enhancement of Multi Growth Pole Development 
Strategy 2: National Integration 
Strategy 3: Development of International Corridors for Cambodia Regional Integration 
Strategy 4: Strengthening of Economic Growth Corridor Development 
Strategy 5: Strengthening of Economic Growth Corridor Development 
Strategy 6: Promotion of Tourism Development 
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II- Cambodia road network 2023 
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III- Future Potential Road Investment Projects: 
I-   Construction of Phnom Penh Intermediate 2 Ring Road  
2- Construction of New Highway from Phnom Penh to Preah Sihanouk Province 
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IV- Railway 
Cambodia has two main railway lines—the northern track of 386 km connecting Phnom Penh with Poipet on 
the Thai border via Pursat and Battambang, and the southern line of 266 km from Phnom Penh to 
Sihanoukville. Use of the rail system peaked in 1970,4 but then prolonged conflict and decades of neglect left 
it in a poor state. Rail services began again in the 1980s, but by 2008 passenger services had ended. 
In 2006, a US$143 million rehabilitation project was launched by the Cambodian government with the support 
of a number of external funders. The southern line project was completed and opened to freight operations in 
August 2013.5By early 2016 it was being used to transport fuel, coal, cement and container shipments, and 
passenger services began in 2016. 
However, resettlement problems,7 cost overruns, flooding and construction quality issues caused delays to the 
northern line work. In July 2015, the government allocated a further $33 million to complete repairs to the 
northern line by 2017, after project partners ADB and AusAID declined requests to provide more funding 
Royal Railway currently holds a 30-year concession to operate Cambodia’s railways.  

The government has also expressed an intention of building further new rail networks and Thailand, Japan and 
China have all expressed interest in working on projects to expand rail services through Cambodia.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Northern Line  Phnom Penh – Poipet) 
• Construction :   1929 
• Length :   386 km 

- Missing Line:   48 km 
• Track Gauge :   1 meter 
• Sleepers :   Steel 
• Axle Load :   15 t 
• Max. Gradient:  6.5 % 

 The Southern Line 
( Phnom Penh – Preah Sihanouk Province) 
•  Construction :   1960 
•  Length :   266 km 
•  Track Gauge :   1 meter 
•  Sleepers :   Timber 
•  Axle Load :   20 t 
  M  G di t   7 % 

Source: ESCAP TAR (Nov1,2016) 

https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/infrastructure/#ref-83458-4
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/infrastructure/#ref-83458-5
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/infrastructure/#ref-83458-7
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V- Waterways and ports 
The length of waterways in Cambod ia is about 1,750 km, of which around about 850 km are 
navigable in t he dry season 
Sihanoukville Auto nomous Port (SAP) is the country’s only commercial and i nternational deep 
seaport. State-owned, it is undergoing a substantial development due for completion in 2017. SAP 
covers 124 hectares.11 More than 3.8 million tons of cargo moved through the port in 2015, an 
increase of nearly 10% from the year before. Ship numbers coming through the port rose 17% year 
to year, and cruise ship visits rose from 25 to 36.12 
However, it has been claimed that Cambodia’s seaport is the most expensive in Asia.13 
The state-owned Phnom Penh Autonomous Port in Kien Svay district of Kandal province, 30 km 
from the Phnom Penh Port, is the country’s second-largest. In January 2013, the port opened a $28 
million container terminal financed by the Chinese government. Garment and agriculture (especially 
rice) are the key exports loaded at the port, while construction materials, agricultural machinery, raw 
materials for the garment industry, and consumer goods are key imports.14 
The Phnom Penh Port is the original river port in Phnom Penh city, 330 km from the sea. Ships 
loading here can serve international destinations such as Singapore. The small seaports at Koh 
Kong and Kampot are used by comparatively small vessels. River ports such as the one at 
Kampong Cham are used for domestic vessels only 
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https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/infrastructure/#ref-83458-11
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/infrastructure/#ref-83458-12
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/infrastructure/#ref-83458-13
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/infrastructure/#ref-83458-14
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VI- Special Economic Zones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII-Road Safety 

On December 13th 2016, Cambodia has been awarded the International Road Safety and the award was 

Prince Michael presented Samdech Kraleahaom Sar Kheng, Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of the 

National Committee for the Road Safety in London, England. Efforts to tighten law enforcement of traffic 

for 11 months of 2016 has caused a decrease in traffic accidents number 451 raise the number of deaths 

decreased by 259 people injured decreased by 596 compared 2015 is the criteria to get this 

award. Samdech Kraleahaom Sar Kheng noted that this award is the result from the joint efforts from all 

walks of life, in which committed the Government's efforts of law enforcement officials and the participation 

of citizens, international organizations recently been successful in reducing the number of deaths and 

injuries from traffic accidents in 2016. Samdech kraleahaom appealed to All road users, obey all laws of 

traffic to strictly and understanding highly complementary in driving especially motorcyclists every driver 

career workers passenger trucks to reduce further the victims traffic accidents in the year 2017. ... 
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Appendix 

Infrastructure projects: 
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to be ontinue- 
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to be continue 
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