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Asia Needs Leadership!

Solving great 
problems  
require great 
leadership. 



Who Provides Leadership in Asia?

Who can create a 
common vision for 
more sustainable 
transport in Asia, 
and assemble the 
resources needed 
to realize that 
vision?

Before and after Guangzhou BRT 



We Can!



Declarations and Statements
• Kyoto Declaration (2015)
• Aichi Statement (2005)
• Bali Declaration (2013)
• Bangkok Declaration (2010)
• Colombo Declaration (2014)
• Manila Statement (2004)
• Seoul Statement (2009)



Expanding Scope
The EST Forums originally 
focused on local air pollution 
problems, but we soon realized 
that everything is connected. 
Over time the Forums 
incorporated other important 
issues. 

This expanded scope reflects 
true sustainability, which 
balances economic, social and 
environmental goals. It helps 
identify Win-Win solutions that 
provide multiple benefits.



Our Review
We evaluated 74 progress reports submitted at 
the four most recent EST in Asia Forums. Many 
countries demonstrated progress toward 
Bangkok Declaration goals.

During the last decade many EST Forum 
countries have established integrated transport 
and land use planning programs, alternative 
fuel and emission reduction policies, and new 
non-motorized transport and public transit 
development programs. 

Some cited the Bangkok Declaration as a 
reason for implementing a particular policy or 
project, or they cited the EST Forums as a 
source of support for implementation.



Our Review
Our review indicates that the EST Forums have:

• Introduced many decision-makers to sustainable transport 
concepts and strategies.

• Helped make federal transport and environmental policies 
more sustainable, which in turn, leveraged changes by other 
levels of government. 

• Supported policy changes by development banks and other 
international organizations to support more sustainable 
transport investments and planning.

• Helped countries and cities establish sustainable transport 
planning goals, performance targets, standards and 
evaluation programs.

• Responded to emerging needs.

• Helped create an information network that produces and 
shares publications and tools for more sustainable transport. 



What Went Right?
The EST Forums:

• Helped improve our understanding of sustainable 
transport concepts. 

• Helped governments establish clear goals and 
measurable targets, and track progress toward 
achieving those goals. 

• Contributed to more multi-modal planning. Many 
jurisdictions, transport agencies and professional 
organizations are changing their policies, investments 
and planning practices to give more consideration to 
walking, cycling and high quality public transit services.

• Helped cities implement new technologies that improve 
traffic and public transit operations.

• Encouraged reductions in fuel subsidies and more 
parking pricing.



What Went Wrong?
• Conflicting policies between different levels of 

government and agencies.

• Equity objectives are treated as special issues 
rather than incorporated in all planning decisions. 

• Little progress toward pricing reforms, such as 
increased fuel taxes and road tolls.

• Inadequate professional development programs, so 
many practitioners use outdated methods.

• Contradictory land use development policies result 
in sprawl.

• Uncoordinated bus systems planning. 

• New technologies are sometime difficult to 
implement, resulting in waste and poor services.

• Inadequate law enforcement and driver training. 

• Inadequate data for planning and evaluation.



Key Recommendations
Urban Livability and Social Equity
Many Asian cities lacking quality-of-life features. Solutions:

• Complete streets policies. Design streets to ensure safe 
and comfortable walking and cycling, with speed control, 
sidewalks, crosswalks, and bike lanes where appropriate.

• Streetscaping. Design streets with amenities such as shade 
trees, benches, and garbage cans.

• Parks and recreation. Develop parks and recreation 
facilities within a five-minute walk of most houses, and 
devote at least 20% of the urban area to public openspace.

• Housing diversity. Build diverse and affordable housing so 
all households can find options that meet their needs.

• Culture and heritage. Support community resources that 
preserve cultural identity and history.



Key Recommendations
Motorcycles and Scooters
Motorized two-wheelers (motorcycles and 
scooters) are common in Asian cities. Two-
wheelers are less expensive, require less 
space for travel and parking, and consume 
less fuel than cars, but still cause significant 
congestion, accident risk, noise and air 
pollution. 

To minimize these impacts some cities ban 
fossil fuel motorcycles, which created demand 
for electric scooters that are now widely used. 
This significantly reduces pollution, and 
because electric scooters tend to have lower 
maximum speeds, can reduce accident risk. 



Key Recommendations
Regional Research and Knowledge Sharing
Some Asian countries have national transport research programs and 
support academic networks, but there is no major international 
organization in the Asian region. 

To fill this gap the EST Forums could support research and information 
sharing programs, or help establish a new organization, comparable to the 
International Transport Forum.  



Key Recommendations

Data Quality
Planning, evaluation and research 
all require comprehensive, 
accurate, consistent, transparent 
and accessible data. 

The EST Forum can help establish 
Asia-wide standards for transport 
data, similar to current efforts to 
standardize European transport 
statistics. 



The Way Forward
• This analysis indicates that the EST 

Forums in Asia are overall effective and 
beneficial. As a result, the best way 
forward is to continue and expand them to 
meet future needs.

• Sustainable transport policies will become 
even more important in the future due to 
urban population and economic growth, 
and increasing environmental concerns. 

• We now have good knowledge about how 
to implement sustainable transport 
policies. This is a good time for EST 
Forums to scale up to support 
deployment of these innovations. 



Innovation Implementation

It may be time to develop 
national, regional and local 
sustainable transport 
conferences and workshops. 

Examples include the Urban 
Mobility India conference held 
annually in New Delhi, and 
regional conferences and 
workshops sponsored by 
planning and engineering 
professional organizations. 
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