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UNLOCKING WASTE AS A RESOURCES THROUGH 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY IN THE PACIFIC REGION



• Established in 1993 in Samoa

• Promotes cooperation and provides 
assistance in environmental 
protection and improvement in the 
Pacific Islands Region

• 26 Member governments

• 21 Pacific Island Countries and 
Territories 

• 5 metropolitan countries (Australia, 
France, NZ, UK, USA)

SPREP



Circular Economy in the Pacific Region

Project Activities

Pacific Ocean Litter Project –
Australian Government 

Supporting single use plastic importation bans, and support for traditional 
materials to provide alternatives to single use plastic

PacWaste Plus - EU Assisting countries to improve organics management and generate local and 
community level circular economies; and working directly with countries to 
implement National sustainable financing systems to create a circular 
economy for plastics, e-waste, and tyres. Beneficiary countries are all PICs 
plus Timor Leste. 

GEF Islands - GEF GEF funded project addressing hazardous waste management and 
providing assistance to circular economy systems for e-waste and End of 
Life Vehicles 
(ELV

SWAP I & II - AFD SWAP – AFD funded project supporting design and implementation of 
Sustainable 
Finance “deposit/return” schemes. 



Single Use Plastic Bans



• Tuvalu Waste Levy

• Palau Container Deposit Scheme

• Kiribati Container Deposit 
Legislation

Sustainable Financing



Moana Taka Partnership



Moana Taka – Shipping Services



Composting



• Promoting regional collaboration to address marine pollution and 
waste management issues impacting the Pacific Islands. 

• Involvement of Maritime Sector and Private Sector have brought more 
insight into improvement waste management.

• Launching of the Pacific Recyclers Alliance (PRA) – Fiji, PNG, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu.

• Development of the next Cleaner Pacific Regional Waste and Pollution 
Management Strategy 

Clean Pacific Roundtable (CPRT)



• Lack of capacity

• Lack of awareness

• Lack of financial mechanisms to implement and sustain circular economy

• Lack of proper equipment and technology

• Behavioural change

• Institutional Arrangements

• Lack Policies and Legislation

• Remoteness and the issue of exporting recyclable wastes and other material wastes for 
recycling

Challenges of Circular Economy in the Pacific



• Business Opportunities

• Importation quality restrictions/controls

• Implementing sustainable finance “deposit/return” schemes (e.g., Container Deposit,  Advanced 
Recovery Fee and Disposal, Import Levy, Product Stewardship)

• Support for, or incentivising, organics / composting programmes

• Support for, or incentivising, businesses or enterprises achieving “Circular Economy” Principles

• Generate local jobs 

• Improved waste management

• Reduce pollution and impacts to the environment and health

• Cleaner, safe and healthier environment

Opportunities of Circular Economy in the Pacific



• Poor waste management 

• causes air pollution, water and soil contamination

• result in a loss of valuable natural resources 

• result in harmful chemicals leaching into the soil, 
groundwater and surface water

• negative impacts on the environment, marine life 
and public health

Environmental problems



Moving towards Circular Economy



FAKAFETAI LASI!


