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A. Citizen Engagement 1n Circular Economy
Transition

Photo: Normal routine of household
waste handling

[Location: Banepa, Nepal, Year 2023]
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Citizens are an integral part of the waste management
value chain.

There is lack of coordinated strategy for citizen
INnvolvement in waste management (lzdebska, 2020).

Full awareness of the circular economy for citizens is
one of the significant challenges (ADBI, 2022).

Need of action on increasing education and
engagement of citizen participation at source
segregation & recycling (ADBI, 2022).

To close the ‘Quantity Gap’



B. Grass-root & Informal Workers 1n Circular
Economy Transition

% Like the ‘First responders’ during an emergency !

Who takes

* Who touch, hold and move the used products
the charge

in ground?

% Further process them to recycle/ recovery/ landfill as
appropriate

s 70% of waste going to landfills can be reduced by

2 billion workers : informal economy leveraging the informal ecosystem of urban recyclers
(Global) (Hande, 2019)
" ] Small & Medium
4.4 million workers: informal economy
(Nepal) Waste Generators B3 Curb-side Collection |2 Transfer Station > m
Source: Kathmandu Post, 2023 & Ford i

Foundation 2021.
Photo: Siddharth Hande

(Reinventing Plastics
Special Sissue 2019)

&= Waste Picker > L1 L2 Aggregator > L2 Aggregator > Processor/
J Aggregator (segregation) (processing/trading) Recycler
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C. Approach to Findings

What is the understanding of Circular Economy among the Grass -root & Informal Workers ?

REGIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE for
CIRCULAR ECONOMY TRANSITION Observation & Grass-root Consultation

Bringing people and policy together for coherent actions towards achieving - Site visits in Kathmandu, Kavre, Nawalparasidistricts
Inclusive Circular Economy Transition in South Asia & South East Asia - Semi-structured ques tionnaire interview

- , S - Focused Group Discussions
@ISt 2023 @ Dhylikhel, Nepal

Stakeholders Consultation

-  Municipality officials, Environment Ministry officials,
experts

Workshop &Regional Policy Dialogue

- Knowledge sharing workshop with participation from grass-
root workers’association

- Regional Policy Dialogue with panel discussion including the

Photo: Ms. Shanti Tamang: President of Grass-root workers association
speaking as a Panelist at the Regional Policy Dialogue for Circular Economy
Transition

grass-root representative



A new topl
- Is it waste re-use and recycling ?
- Will this create more job for us ?

- . “Continuation of work in the waste sector
~ 2+ due to financial need” (Laxmi Jairu)

o “Hope for no discrimination for waste
- workers with the new concept”

& (Rameshwor.Thapa: 4" decade in the
waste sector)
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D. Perception of C.Eamong grass-root &informal
workers

Laxmi Jairu: W - itor Laxmi Pode: Municipalily Sweeper
Experience from A female sweeper
a Waste Collector/ experiencing good
Waste Worker behavior from
citizen/public

1 I bave obserted changes in bode cilizéns inferact with toasle workers and manage hei

Bbavani Krisbna Vaidya: Relired Heallh Professional

'm Household tale of
M Daily Waste
| Management

Laxmi Jairu |

E

bouseindd wasle. They now freal us wilh respect and responsibility. In the past wasle w
castally discarded on streels, and our pléeas lo avoid lillering were dismissed, with peop
- claiming il was solely our duly bo clean up. Thankfully, this bas changed as mdividuals
Baoe groten more accountable for their wasle. Nonelbeless, e implementation of wasl
segrregation remains a significan! challenge, despite widespread amwareness and educat
Many conlinue lo ignore [be praclice al ils source”
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Rameshwor: Collection Cenler Oumner

Ongoing 4" decade of
work in waste collection
and segregation

“Drute Iov e mntoric ity practece of using a single vebacle for
codlectimg all fypes of waste, woasle segregabion al the source
seems imprachical. The mumicipality sends frucks fo collect
Dotesebold wasie Mrice a week | pay o moniily fee of KPR 250

fo Paribarian Se. o j'.l'r!.I'l'JrI:' urj,rurrr":.uhr.rr: 'I:I-.\'J‘.I'kf!l,l'.‘.' will the LY “In OIIJ'S.rJL'I:l'ﬂI!.'.\'. rln'ru'xjrl.\-'t.r r.':rJ'Il:rrcu_f'r.trfe:s,wrj:fng-:nm Hufl:_rrlﬁll;.:JJTQI!'.'.\'.\'J'C-)II.\'.
H and wrforiunalely, waste pickers bate long been subjecled bo disrespect amd dishonor:
TFELI F!fi.'i.j'.l‘e!rlr_\.'_ﬁ'.li' waasle collection services. Given [be ConOemience I~ Even whben our children are clean and dressed neally, people still make derogatory
. ik g . i ) P a & 5 ' ril! ingr derogatory le like “Kbaley” to refer o ose wi llect grinige
of disposing of wasle directly inloe the vebicle, mary fmd il easier AR T iy [P s M clr e
" ; iy y | Jrom the streels carrying large sacks on heir shoulders lo galber wasle. This demeaning
{'I’.li.ll'.-'dlﬂ'd fo e 4.'”0]1 m'.;rrrn'd_.lu-r SORroce SE'RI'J.'J.,"I'.I'rII'.IH dnd continue in ':‘, perceplion bas persisted, leading lo ongoing disrespect and discrimination. 1 bas

reached a poinl wihere even our clrildren are denied proper realment al bospilals

Ccomposiing.”

simply becanse of our occupalion.”

Bhavani Krishna Vaildya, a retired health professional
aged 68 and resident of Banepa municipality, shares his
approach to household waste management. In his home,
like mamy households in Mepal, the most significant type
of waste produced is kitchen/organic waste. Currently,
wiaste segregation is not practiced because he doesn't see
it as necessary. Additionally, there is no one in the house
available to invest time in waste segregation, COMpostng,
and utilization. A= a result, he finds it much easier to dispose > given time, around 15 staff members work at his
of all waste together in the same collection vehicle (truck), P A A e £
who stay there while their parents work. Rameshwor
simplifying the management of household waste.

is deeply concerned about how haspital authorities
would treat these children in case of any emergency

Rameshwor, a father figure to 3-4 children, has been

operating his collection center for 34 years. At any

or injuries.



E. Strategies to Engage Grass-root & Informal workers

Six key strategies are outlined:

Definition of Circular

Economy in local
context & language

Demonstrative
examples of C.E
transition to train

the grass -root
workers

Involve in the entire
waste management
chain

Association and

access to financial
Instruments

Joint activity with
households,

community and local
authority

y,
Behavior Change

and Incentivizing
programs together
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