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What is small WEEE?

• Small Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (small WEEE) is the most 

significant contributor in 2019 (Vanessa Forti et al., 2020).

• small WEEEs usually end up in the residual waste (Turner & Filella, 2017). 

• Due to the wide range of products, short lifespan, and high frequency, the 

amount of small WEEE collected is very low (Wilkinson & Duffy, 2004).

Australian Scenario (Source: Jayasiri et al, 2023)
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What is small WEEE?

 Large equipment

 Temperature exchange equipment

 Small equipment

 Small IT and telecommunication equipment

 Screens, Monitors and equipment

containing screens having a surface

greater than 100 cm2

 Lamps

 Solar PV and battery storage

 TV and computing equipment

 Mobile phones

 Lighting equipment

 Large household appliances

 Temperature exchange equipment

 Other small equipment

 Other large equipment.

EU WEEE Directive - 2018 Australia - 2021
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What is small WEEE?

UNU Key Description Samples of EEE in the subcategory
0114 Microwaves Microwave Ovens used for domestic purposes

0201 Other small Household Equipment Electric blankets, Roof fans, Personal weighing machines, Household sewing 
machines, Domestic appliances with electric motor, Electric irons, Watches, Clocks

0202 Equipment for Food Preparation Domestic food grinders, mixers, juice extractors, Toasters

0203 Hot Water Preparation Electric instantaneus Heaters or Storage water heaters, Electric cofee or tea makers

0204 Vacuum Cleaners Vacuum Cleaners with and without self-contained motor

0205 Personal Care Equipment Hair removing, dressing and drying apparatus, electric shavers, hand drying apparatus

0401 Small Consumer electronic Microphones and stands, Headphones and earphones and combined 
microphone/speaker sets

0402 Portable audio and Video Devices Radio, Broadcast Receivers which can be operated without an external power source

0403 Music Instruments, Radio and Hi - Fi 
Office Machines (bank not dispensers, coin sorting machines), stapling machines, 
amplifiers, sound recording apparatus, Radio and Broadcast receivers which require an 
external power source, Musical Instruments

0404 Video Devices and Projectors Video Recorders, DVD, Blue Ray setup boxes, Projectors
0405 Speakers single and multiple mounter loudspeakers
0406 Cameras Television and digital camera, video camera recorders
0601 Household Tools Drills, saws, high pressure cleaners, lawn mowers, soldering machines
0701 Toys Car racing sets, electric trains, music toys, biking computers, drones
0702 Game Consoles Video game consoles
0801 Household Medical Equipment Thermometers, BP meters, Hearing aids

0901 Household monitoring and control equipment alarms, heat and smoke sensors, instruments to measure flow level, pressure voltage, 
current resistance
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Circularity of small WEEE :  Current Status Collection
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Circularity of small WEEE :  Current Status Repair |  Reuse 



Dr. Sunil Herat/Griffith University 7

Circularity of small WEEE :  Current Status Recycling
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Circularity of small WEEE :  Progress in Australia

• The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water released a draft

regulation for small electric products and solar photovoltaic system waste in 2022

• It is expected to cover the EEE, which is found in households and small businesses

weighing up to 20 kg

• Proposed targets and obligations:

1. Calculation of WEEE recycling rates;

2. Information on the ratio of recovered materials for remanufacturing

3. Implementation of accessible drop-off centres;

4. Encouraging the maximisation of reuse of EEE;

5. Carry out awareness campaigns for repair and reuse.
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Circularity of small WEEE :  Progress in Australia

Proposed small WEEE Stewardship Scheme (Source: Jayasiri et al, 2023)
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Way forward for small WEEE in Australia

• Recycling and recovery targets should consider both the quality and quantity of 

recycled materials

• Introduce visible fees to encourage design for the environment 

• Producers should also allow repair shops to use interoperable spare parts in their 

small EEE, reducing the cost of spare parts. 

• Encourage customers’ responsible consumption by providing circularity information at 

the point of sale

• Expand collection infrastructure, which may include supermarkets and retail shops as 

collection points

• Strict monitoring of downstream recycling by PROs
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