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2004 – UCLG was established as a merger of IULA (1913), UTO (1960th), and Metropolis (1980th)
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UCLG ASPAC is the host of:
• ASEAN Mayors Forum

• GCoM SEA 2018~ 



Most Asian Countries are at high risk or the
most prone to disaster countries in the
world (Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia,
and the Philippines)





Environmental Challenges

Climate Change

Disaster Prone

Home Nearly 60% of world 
population

Access to basic services

Common Challenges faced by cities



Common Strategy Agenda 2030



“ LGs can contribute to more effective 
and accountable international 

governance if LGs are recognised as a 
sphere of government and given a 

seat at the global table ”

Local Government must understand local needs
and be able to target resources effectively, foster
participation, and increase accountability. Legal
and fiscal decentralisation, according to the
principle of subsidiarity, is required to carry out
these tasks.

Local Government shall have a leadership role in
developing and implementing a DRR local
strategies to implement SFDRR.

Local Governments and their Associations are to
drive national development from the bottom up
by building resilience in cities.

Local Government shall engage different
stakeholders and provide a platform for them.

Local Governments act locally to address global
challenges and manage the impact of global
phenomena at local level (climate change
mitigation and adaptation, DRR).



- Lack of political Interest or engagement
- Change in the government and priority  
- No dedicated focal agency for DRR 
- Lack of financial resources

Challenges in DRR



Enabling Condition for 
Developing the Local DRR 

Strategy 

Develop local governments capacity by 
promoting new tools to measure city’s resilience 

Provide platform for knowledge sharing among
cities with similar challenges

Push commitment at regional level to achieve 
Target E of Sendai Framework



UCLG ASPAC Scales up its Public Space Programme in 
Seberang Perai, Malaysia to Prevent Urban Flooding

BEFORE AFTER



Participative and Inclusive

The participatory approach in the development of Public Space
ensure the involvement of various stakeholders (including women,
children, elderly, and vulnerable groups) in the aspects of planning,
constructing, and evaluating.

This ensure the needs of the stakeholders to be identified and
reflected in the public space design.

The stakeholders might also be involved in the budgeting of the
development of public space. Making the development more
transparent and inclusive.





Type of disaster: Urban Flooding
Disaster Management response: Information center established – Good Early
Warning System
Establishment of resilient villages
Simulation of evacuating victims of varied disasters

Empowering People in Disaster Risk Reduction in Semarang





Puttalam, Sri Lanka

Flooding in urban settlement areas causes:
Destruction of crops, Damage to property, Loss of
human lives and livestock, Disruption of infrastructure
facilities, and Increased susceptibility to waterborne
diseases which affect the social vulnerability

Relocating people who live in the most affected
areas by flood.

Making the city more inclusive, safe, resilient, and
sustainable with Socio-Economic Aspects of Water-
Related Disaster Responses that are planned ahead.

Community-led resilient: Adaptation-based
approach for community response including local
early warning system (special task force lead by
community).

The Challenges

The Solution



Smart Solution:
Adapt to Flood Risk under 

Climate Change

To reduction of flood losses could potentially be 
tackled quite dramatically in the short to medium 
term via the reduction of exposure and vulnerability 
of populations to flood risk (The WB, 2011).

The Actions need to be considered and taken:
Integrating the Climate Weather and Information 
Systems
Urban waste management to improve the river flows



EWS: Climate and Weather Information Systems Community-based flood resilience

4 elements that should be met:
• Community-scale
• Local Specificity, which will determine the 

type of EWS to be developed
• The disaster or hazard kinetic
• Culture, to see people’s preparedness in 

facing flood risks. 

7 subsystems  in the flood EWS:
• Risk assessment
• Dissemination and communication on 

disaster knowledge
• Establishment of disaster preparedness team
• Drafting evacuation operational procedure
• Drafting of permanent procedure
• Monitoring technology, early warning and 

evacuation
• Commitment building from local authority 

and community operating and maintaining 
the system



Transforming Waste to Energy

Integrated Resource Recovery 
Center (IRRC)

Step 1: Sorting and screening 
area, composting area
Step 2: Shedding area, pre-
treatment area
Step 3: Anaerobic digester
Step 4: Sludge drying bed
Step 5: Trickling filter
Step 6: Generator room
Step 7: Facilities for office, toilets, 
washroom, equipment storage, 
etc.



IRRC Result Practice



Conclusion and Way Forward

• Cities can support raising the country’s Sendai
Framework Targets by identifying cities’ DRR
actions to reduce potential risks, which can be
done through partnerships with external
actors to provide technical assistance and
financing access.

• The national government should strengthen
the national policies to provide clear
mandates and ownership to city governments
and provide clear technical and/or policy
guidance.

• City & LGs networks/associations such as
UCLG ASPAC can promote the innovative
knowledge platform to share the best
practices/tools/methodology among cities ad
LGs with similar issues.
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