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About United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD)

* The only agency within the United Nations dedicated to supporting sustainable regional
development in developing countries;

* Disseminate Japanese experience and policies around the world through global and local
networks, in addition to providing training, advice, surveys and research, and international
meetings for administrative officials from various countries;

* The technology, know-how, and experience of the Chubu region and other parts of Japan have
been identified as SDG targets; and

* Contribute to the resolution of regional issues and promote Japan's international contribution.
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SDG Summit 2023."
(September 18-19, 2023, UN Headquarters, New York)

SDG Action Weekend 2023."
(UN Headquarters, New York, September 16, 2023)

UNCRD presents the activities of the Municipal SDG 
Monitoring Study Group at the SDG Action Weekend 
2023.

- First release of "Halfway to 2030: Japan SDGs Local 
and Regional Report 2023" (Japan SDGs Local and 
Regional Achievement Assessment 2023)

As the turn toward 2030 approaches, heads 
of state and government discuss the SDGs 
in light of progress

SDG Summit 2023

“Today, only 15% of our goals are on track, and 
many are going backwards."

“Instead of "leaving no one behind," we risk leaving 
the SDGs behind.

“The SDGs need a global rescue plan." UN Secretary-
General Guterres

UNCRD introduces public-private 
partnership efforts to accelerate local SDG 
promotion

Screen shows UNCRD speakers
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Current State of  Progress Toward The SDGs Based on Selected Targets

Source: UN Global Sustainable Development Report 2023



Current State of  Progress Toward The SDGs Based on Selected Targets 
(Continued)



State of the World "Sustainable Development (SDGs) Report Special 
Edition 2023"

6



SDG Monitoring 
Visualization Dashboard

Existing 
Statistical Data

Participatory Information 
Collection Tool

Action Promotion
Tools

Data Collection SDG Evaluation Tools

SDG Achievement Evaluation

SDG Governance Evaluation

Info Dissemination/
Visualization Tools

Toyota Voluntary Local Review (VLR)

PR/Information
Dissemination

UNCRD has developed the package of SDG monitoring & evaluation 
with Nagoya City, Toyota City, and the private sector, which is 
designated as “SDG Acceleration Action”.

SDG Monitoring for Local Governments
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SDG Achievement Level in 2022 and Change between 
2015 and 2022 
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Analysis of SDG Achievement by Goal - Goal 17
● The achievement level of Goal 17 improved 

significantly between 2015 and 2020.
● The achievement level does not differ much 

among prefectures, but it remains low in 
certain areas in the Tohoku, Kinki, and Chugoku 
regions. 

● The change in the achievement level greatly 
improved nationwide.

■ Change and distribution of 
achievement level (2015→2022)

■Change by indicator (2015→2022)

■Distribution of achievement 
level in prefectures (2022)

■Distribution of change in 
achievement level in prefectures 
(2015→2022)
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Analysis of SDG Achievement by Goal - Goal 7
● The achievement level of Goal 7 shows a trend of 

improvement between 2015 and 2022, but the 
disparity among prefectures slightly increased. 
The achievement level is high in eastern Japan 
and the coastal regions, while it is low in large 
urban areas and around the Seto Inland Sea.

● Renewable energy has been promoted for the 
change by indicator, and the goal achievement 
level shows a trend of significant improvement. 

■ Change and distribution of 
achievement level (2015→2022)

■ Change by indicator (2015→2022)
■Distribution of achievement 
level in prefectures (2022)

■Distribution of change in 
achievement level in prefectures 
(2015→2022)



Analysis of SDG Achievement by Goal - Goal 12
● The achievement level of Goal 12 was stable or 

slightly decreased between 2015 and 2018 but 
has started to show a trend of improvement 
since 2019.

● For the change by indicator, the hazardous 
waste disposal rate and the amount of business 
waste generated show a positive trend while 
the recycling rate is around 50%.

● There is a large difference in the change in the 
achievement level among prefectures.
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■ Change and distribution of 
achievement level (2015→2022)

■ Change by indicator (2015→2022)

■Distribution of achievement 
level in prefectures (2022)

■Distribution of change in 
achievement level in prefectures 
(2015→2022)



SDGs Achievement in Samoa
Samoa’s commitment to realizing the Agenda 2030 is evident since it is one of the SIDS 
countries that have submitted voluntary national reviews (VNRs) on SDGs achievement. 



SDGs Achievement in Samoa
• Samoa either on track or has achieved 47% of the selected global and national indicators

used to measure progress on implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).



Achieving the SDGs: Second Halfway to 2030
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Source: UN SDG Summit 2023 - Announcement on initiatives to accelerate the SDGs
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Source: United Nations, Times of Crisis, Times of Changes:  Science for accelerating transformations to 
sustainable development (2023 Global Sustainable Development Report) (UN, 2023)

Achieving the SDGs requires transformations

2023 Global Sustainable Development Report presents
“S-Curve Transformations”
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2023 Global Sustainable Development Report presents
“S-Curve Transformations”

Six entry points for change

Source: United Nations, Times of Crisis, Times of Changes:  Science for accelerating transformations to 
sustainable development (2023 Global Sustainable Development Report) (UN, 2023)
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Comparison of Gross National Income (GNI) of Japan and 
Other Asian Countries in 2016

Source: Nikkei Business (https://business.nikkei.com/atcl/NBD/15/special/073101041/)

Indonesia
US$ 3,400 

The Philippines
US$ 3,580 

Viet Nam
US$ 2,100 

Lao PDR
US$ 2,150 

Cambodia
US$ 1,140

Myanmar
US$ 1,190

India
US$ 1,670

China
US$ 8,250

Brunei 
Darussalam
US$ 32,860

Singapore
US$ 51,880

(Million US$)

Malaysia
US$ 9,860

Thailand
US$ 5,640 Nominal GNI per 

capita trends in Japan

Average of 
ASEAN

approx. US$ 4,000
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Development During Japan’s High Growth Period and 
Sustainable Development

Regional development in 
Japan during the period 

of rapid economic growth

The long-term development plans for cities, 
roads, and social infrastructures were 
formulated under the Comprehensive National 
Land Development Act (1962-)

Comprehensive National 
Development Plan

Agriculture , Forestry,
and Fisheries Industries

Education and
W

elfare

Traffic
and Roads

M
anufacturing 

Industry

...

Policy and Funds

U
rban and Housing

Approach to achieving
the SDGs

…

Policies by the government, e.g., the 
"SDGs Implementation Guiding 

Principles" (Revised Edition)/VNR

Global Issues / Policy, System, 
and Funds

Local SDGs/VLRs

Sectoral Areas

Smart Cities / DX

Nature-Positive

Circular Economy

Carbon-Neutral 

Disaster Risk Reduction

…
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UNCRD Activities for Promoting SDGs at Local Level
The United Nations Centre for Reginal Development (UNCRD), which is a 
project of UN DESA, organizes/conducts the International Mayors Forum 
(IMF) in collaboration with UN DESA and UNOSD and Smart Cities Training 
Workshops to promote “Local SDGs” while working in UNCRD’s main 
thematic areas of EST, 3R/Circular Economy, and Water-related DRR in an 
integrated manner.





UNCRD brings up both the policy, scientific & research community & private sector to 
convene on an annual basis the high-level Regional 3R & Circular Economy Forum in 
Asia-Pacific to strengthen the science-policy interface in addressing 3R & resource 
efficiency as the basic for economic growth, pollution prevention and strengthening 
resilience of cities & communities to achieve the international agendas & agreements –
SDGs, Paris Agreement, NUA, among others.



Disaster Risk Reduction and Water
Objective: To facilitate the efforts of DESA in coordinating and following-up the 
implementation of the water-related disaster risk reduction for the achievement of 
the SDGs and other related goals.

High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 
9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in February 2023 in Tokyo, Japan

HM the Emperor of Japan Video Message from DESA USG Li Presentation by WMO SG Taalas

20th Meeting of the High-level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and 
Disasters (HELP) and G20 Special Event in November 2022 in Bali, Indonesia

Handing over of the 
HELP Message to G20 

Leaders



Smart Cities

Smart Cities Training Materials for 
Implementing Smart Cities in Asia and the Pacific
for Inclusive, Resilient, and Smart Communities

(August 2022)

Training Material on
Eco Cities will

be released soon.

International Training Workshop on Smart Cities for 
Building Inclusive, Resilient, Livable, and Sustainable 

Cities and Communities in Asia and the Pacific

(29 August-1 September 2023, Nagoya, Japan)

20 participants from 17 cities in 9 countries in Asia and the Pacific

Learning from initiatives of Toyota City
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