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1. New Initiatives (examples)

(1) Promotion of “2Rs” (Reduce & Reuse)

-> Consider incorporating 2Rs into the 
national system

-> Improve the environment surrounding the 
consumers to use reused products 
(reinforcement of business’ compliance)

Tray Non-Tray
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(2) Experiences of Great East Japan Earth 
Quake

-> Complete review of the current guideline 
on disaster waste management

-> Cooperation between municipalities, 
cooperation with business sector, and 
ensuring interim storage sites

1. New Initiatives (examples)

3



2. Achievements

Resource productivity Recycling rate

Final disposal volume of waste

(GDP/natural resource input) cyclical use / (natural resource input + cyclical use)

Japan’s progress towards establishing a SMC society 
– changes in major indexes and goals targeted by the 3rd Fundamental Plan –

[FY2000]

248,000 

yen/ton

[FY2012]

380,000 

yen/ton

[Target 

FY2020 ]

460,000 

yen/ton

[FY2000]

56 million 

tons

[FY2012]

17.9 million 

tons
[Target 

FY2020]

17 million 

tons

[FY2000 ]

10.0%

[FY2010 ]

15.2%

[Target 

FY2020 ]

17%
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3. Comments on the Questionnaire

(1) Does the questions suppose 
“comprehensive” answers or “examples” 
and what’s the context?

-> Nearly 200 questions

-> “pilot projects, master plan, and/or 
policies”

-> Clear and more structured questions 
may be needed.
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e.g.)  Ask about a whole picture of the 
related laws

Or

Ask about a very specific thing such as 
guideline (standards) on Incineration

Or
Legal framework for establishing a SMC society

Waste Management and Public Cleansing Law
Partially amended in May 2010

Law for the Promotion of Effective Utilization
of Resources

Law for the Promotion 
of Sorted Collection and 
Recycling of Containers 
and Packaging

Basic Environment Law Basic Environment Plan

＜ Promotion of recycling ＞＜ Proper treatment of waste＞

Regulations according to characteristics of individual articles

Bottles, PET bottles, 
paper or plastic 
containers and 
packages

Air conditioners, 
refrigerators, freezers, TVs, 
washing machines, drying 
machines

Green Purchasing Law （The State takes the initiative to promote the procurement of recycled items)

Timber, concrete, 
asphalt

Food residues Vehicles

Law for the Recycling 
of Specified Kinds of 
Home Appliances 

Co n s t r u c t i o n
M a t e r i a l
Recycl ing Law

L a w f o r t h e
R ecy c l i n g o f
E n d -o f -L i f e
V e h i c l e s

Ensuring material cycle in society
Reducing consumption of natural resources
Lowering environmental load

Basic Act for Establishing a SMC Society
(Basic Framework Act)

①Reduction of waste generation

②Proper treatment of waste (including recycling)

③Regulation for establishment of waste treatment facilities

④Regulation for waste treatment operators

⑤Establishment of waste treatment standards, etc.

①Recycling of recycled resources

②Ingenuity and innovation to create structures and 

use materials to facilitate recycling

③Labeling for sorted collection

④Promotion of effective utilization of by-products

reduce
recycle → reuse

recycle

(１Ｒ) (３Ｒ)

Fundamental Plan for Establishing a SMC Society
The fundamentals for other plans designed by the State

Completely enforced in August 1994
Completely amended and announced in April 2012

Completely enforced in January 2001

Officially announced in March 2003
Amended in March 2008

Completely amended and enforced in April 2001

Completely 
enforced in 
May 2001

Partially 
amended in 
June2007

Completely 
enforced in 
April 2001

Completely 
enforced in 
April 2000

Partially 
amended in 
June 2006

Completely 
enforced in 
May 2002

Completely 
enforced in 
January 
2005

Completely enforced 
in April 2001

Law for the promotion 
of the Utilization of 
Recyclable Food 
Resources

S m a l l H o m e
A p p l i a n c e
Recycling Law

WEEE

Enforced in 
April 2013

Legal framework for establishing a SMC society

14

Ask about the 
existence of data or 
survey
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3. Comments on the Questionnaire

(2) Differences between countries should be 
minded.

-> For example, “e-waste” has no 
universal definition.

-> Some data can be covered, but only a 
part of “e-waste”.  

-> It may be worth comparing the 
differences and similarities between 
the countries. 7



3. Comments on the Questionnaire

(3) Consider the current knowledge gaps

-> Lacking of basic data of the region on 
3R and waste management (not only 
on the policies)

e.g. the trend of total volume of the 
waste, use of incineration, 
composting and waste power 
generation, sorted collection of waste
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