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Message from Kobe Earthquake Safety Awareness in Nepal

" = School Earthquake Safety Initiative - - Retrofitting of School Buildings -

The Kobe Earthquake of January
17,1955 claimed more than 6,400
Iwr.s destroyed infrastructures,

os a serious blow to the
. Immediately after the
earthquake, schools played an

impartant role as shelter and
community center far information
exchange '
School Eaorthquake Safety Imtln'tw: (SESI) of UNCRD
Hyogo Office is nimed to ochieve safer and sustainable
livelihood through pre-disester mitigation and preparedness,
with specific emphasis to the school and community.

- Maike High School -

NSET-Nepal started an
initiative to raise Earthquake
Safety Aworeness in Mepal,
focusing on retrofitting
vulnerable school buildings in
the Kathmandu Valley, and Bal
Vikas Secondary School was
selected for this purpose.

The retrofitting work of
the school started in August
2000 through mason-
troining program, with
resources from parents and
local villagers.

Maike High Scheol, located
in Kobe, initiated a new
disaster education
curriculum from April 2002,
which aimed to promote
disaster mitigation to yaung

The activities aimed not only to protect lives of children,
but also to empower communities by providing safer
construction practices,

While Mnﬁm High School promotes the disaster educational curriculum, Bal Vikas Secondary School
attempts to raise awareness for disaster education through the retrofitting activity. Therefore,
UNCRD Hyoge Office and NSET-Nepal linked up two activities to exchange information, culture, and
learn from each other. Students are expected to be the ambassadors for disaster mitigation in future.
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= Kobe-Kathmandu Collaboration on School Earthquake Safe

Aim and Goal

The initiative aims to enhance
cooperation between the students
of Kobe and Kathmandu through
learning from experiences and
sharing knowledge in the field of

disaster mitigation. The geal is to
raise o sg #fon disaster
preparednessiamong the students, |

teachers, and rest of the

commuiiti e
Ahe a
Activities

- Exchange of Culture Box-
It is critical to understand

each” other's culture to
promote international
cooperation. Cultural

‘background cannot be ignored
for disaster mitigation. Thus,
the cooperation between the
students of two countries
started through exchange of
CULTURE BOX, '

The activity has been a great success in awareness raising and
deepening the understonding of each other's cultural
background,

= Retrofitting of School Buildings -

The students of Maiko High
School raised funds to retrofit
schools in Nepal as a part of
MSET activities. Retrofitting was
done in a participatory manner
through the involvement of the
community,

- Disaster Education Program -

The curricula for disaster
education have been
exchanged between the two
schools  and = will be
developed for the better
use. The Principal of Bal
Vikas Secondary School of
Kathmandu visited Maiko
High School in Kobe, in
February 2002 for
information exchange on
disaster education,

- Students Exchange Program -

Students exchange program dims to
develop better knowledge in each other's
culture. In August 2002, the first
ambassador from Maike High Schoal visits
Kathmandu to share the experiences of
Kebe. These activities are supported by
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