
EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE ON 3R AND OCEANS

Bart Mantels





Voettekst invulling3



Voettekst invulling4



Voettekst invulling5



Voettekst invulling6



Voettekst invulling7



 Sharing is a way of reducing
 Dematerialisation

REUSE



EUROPEAN COMMISSION CIRCULAR ECONOMY PACKAGE

≈18%

Previous target
22,5% of plastics 

packaging collected
for recycling

55%

New target
55% of plastics 
packaging actual
input to recycling

Lost due to sorting
Actual input to recycling
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RECYCLING IS NOT THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION

 Downcycling ≠ recycling
 Recycling may have negative side effects
 In  some cases
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WHAT ARE THE MAIN ROADBLOCKS FOR PLASTICS RECYCLING ?

 Sub-optimal recycling system
 Limited source separation
 Performance of sorting technology
 Performance of recycling technology

 Uncertain and insufficient supply for a market to develop
 Product design not suitable for easy recycling
 Small formats (e.g. tear-offs, lids…)
 Mix of different materials, hard to separate
 Colouring in the mass

 Virgin plastics materials are not optimized to be mixed with recycled materials
 Contamination by food 
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