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Economic Paradigm Shift : 
Linear Economy → Circular Economy 
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Circular “Economy” = “Economy” Paradigm?

Circular
Economy
Enablers

Source: OECD i-library

The broad definition of “Circular Economy” 

entails not only economic shift,

but societal transition. 
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▶ Implies an integrative framework
Embedding socio-economic transformation

▶ Emphasizes the need for engaging
all relevant stakeholders
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Circular Economy Framework in Korea

Resources Circulation System
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Emerging Key Issue (1):
Expanding life-cycle integrated policy for product eco-design

Sustainable Product Design

Enhance and Expand
“Cyclic Availability Evaluation”

Save energy
Minimize residue

Facilitate 
dismantlement and 
remanufacture

Enhance durability 
and repairability

Use Recycled or
Recyclable materials
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Emerging Key Issue (2):
Introducing the regulatory sandbox for circular economy

- (Tech) First developed or innovatively 
developed from the current technology

ex) ① Thermosetting plastic → gasification, 
② Food waste → hydrogenation

- (Service) Improving the effectiveness 
and competence of the current 
services or creating new markets

ex) ①Platform for delivery using reusable 
containers, ②Transforming municipal 
waste into resources

(1) Prompt confirmation: Expedite the 
administrative process from 
submission to approval within 30 days

(2) Temporary permission: In case it’s 
impossible to proceed with a quick 
market launch by the current regulations

(3) Regulatory exemption from 
verification: In case it’s impossible to 
proceed with tests/verifications by the 
current regulations

(1) Integrate “life-cycle” concept into 
policies to accelerate transformation into 
circular economy

(2) Upscale the management of factories 
from production to disposal  

(3) Improve the assessment for 
circulation at every step of the waste life-
cycle from production to disposal

(4) Come up with more national policies 
for circular economy considering life-cycle 
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Emerging Key Issue (3):
Launching disposable cup deposit-refund scheme

Disposable 
Cup 

Deposit
System

Policy initiated in June 2020
Implemented from Dec 2022
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Conclusion

Product 
eco-design

Regulatory
Sandbox

Deposit-refund 
scheme

• Life-cycle integrated product design
• Expand “Cyclic Availability Evaluation”

• Support emerging businesses
• Facilitate and ease the admin process

• Charge refundable fee on takeaway cup
• Pilot projects in Sejong and Jeju

• UNOSD and MoE of Korea have closely 
collaborated under partnership in the 
environmental field. 

• UNOSD plays a bridging role between Korea 
and Member States to convey the best 
practices in environmental domain of Korea. 
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Stay Connected

unosdofficial un_osd un_osd unosd

https://unosd.un.org/ unosd@un.org

UNOSD Official
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