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My name is Hara, from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. On behave of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as one of the co-sponsors of today’s
symposium, I would like to say a few words.
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Woter is the basis of life, and the supply of safe drinking water is
extremely important in terms of human security. Besides, water is the
key element contributing to the achievement of all SDGs, including those
related to food, health, education, gender or energy.

Furthermore, as floods and droughts are becoming more severe and frequent
due to the effects of climate change, risk reduction against water-
related disasters has become ever more urgent in international community.
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Japan has long suffered from disasters, such as typhoons and droughts,
and has made continuous efforts towards improving flood control and
irrigation. In addition, Japan has been tackling the issues of water
resource management and water environment management in its process of
economic development and urbanization.

Japan has continued to share with other countries our wealth of lessons
learned and technology accumulated through our experiences and support
the realization of quality infrastructure development from the
viewpoints of governance, finance and science and technology.
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(As mentioned earlier by the Under-Secretary-General and the Ambassador
of the Netherlands,) Last March, the UN Water Conference was held at UN
Headquarters for the first time in 46 years. Thousands of participants
from some 200 countries, regions, and organizations attended this big
conference. Participants discussed various water-related issues,
solutions, and prospects, and expressed their will to solve future
problems.
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On the Conference, Ms. KAMIKAWA, a member of the National Diet, who is
here today, represented Japan Delegations as the ”Special Envoy of the
Prime Minister”, and led discussions especially on water-related
disasters.
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The discussions of the UN Water Conference have already spread to other
venues. For example, at the mid-term review of the Sendai Fraomework for
Disaster Risk Reduction, an international guideline for disaster risk
reduction efforts, held at UN Headquarters last month(May), a side event
was held to review the discussions at the UN Water Conference, where the
need to address water, disaster risk, and climate change in a relevant
manner was reiterated. Japan also disseminated its contributions to the
Conference.
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This year’s G7 meetings chaired by Japan also address water and disaster
risk reduction as important issues. In April, Environment Ministers
meeting welcomed the successful UN Water Conference, and expressed their
commitment to promote various water-related actions, including
sustainable and climate resilient use and reuse of water resources,
international cooperation to contribute to safe access to water for all.
At the G7 Summit last month, the leaders reaffirmed that management and
governance of water-related ecosystems are essential for all life on
earth, and their commitment to contribute actively to the follow-up of



the UN Water Conference.

The leaders also discussed the importance of international cooperation
to contribute to risk reduction, based on the concept of the Sendai
Framework.
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In today’ s symposium, based on water related discussions at international
forums such as the UN Water Conference and the efforts of Kumamoto City,
which hosted the ”"4th Asiao-Pacific Water Summit”, the roles of each
stakeholder will be discussed. Japan, as one of the top donor countries
in the water sector, will also continue to contribute to solving water
issues based on today’s discussion.

In addition, this year is the mid-point toward the SDGs, and the SDG
Summit is scheduled in September. We hope the discussions will be held
on the achievement of SDG 6 and other goals on the SDG Summit, taoking
into account the outcomes of the UN Water Conference. We also intend to
make Japan’s contribution to these discussions.
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Thank you very much.
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