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KIRIBATI

• 33 low lying atolls

• Elevation is up to 3m 

above sea level

• Vast ocean of  3.5 million 

km2

• Small land area of 811 km2

Population 112,000

• GDP per capita -

USD$1,685

• Fishing licenses major 

source of income 



3R INITIATIVES IN KIRIBATI

• Container deposits

• Ban on import of single use 
plastic bags

• Handi-crafts

• Establishment of 3R 
amusement park

• Organic waste – animal feed 
and compost

• Video clip on compost making

• Formula for feed for piggery 
and poultry

• Government led clean ups and 
other intiatives



CHALLENGES

• Geography of  islands

• High transport costs

• Harsh environment

• Limited financial resources

• Lack of in-country recycling 

facility

• Low volume of waste

• Small private sector

• Poor data to support decision 

making

• Attitudes and behaviour



WAY FORWARD

• Government to lead change

• Integration of 3R into 
agriculture, fisheries and 
tourism

• Community empowerment

• Training and access to 
capital

• Enhancing partnerships

• Public-Private-Community

• Promoting traditional 
solutions

• Collaboration at regional 
and international level

• Having the right mindset
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