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Sustainable transport and mobility are fundamental to progress in realizing the promise of
the 2030 agenda for sustainable development and in achieving the 17 SDGs (Global Mobility
Report, 2017). Sustainable transport has direct relevance to 7 SDGs (1, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13)

SDG 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

Connection Between Transport and the SDGs

SDG: 11.2. By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and
sustainable transport systems for all, improving road safety, notably
by expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs of
those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with
disabilities and older persons. (Indicator: proportion of population
that has convenient access to public transport, by sex, age and
persons with disabilities)

SDG: 11.6. By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental
impact of cities, including by paying special attention to air quality
and municipal and other waste management.

SDG: 11.7. By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and
accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for women and
children, older persons and persons with disabilities.

11.a. Support positive economic, social and environmental links
between urban, peri‐urban and rural areas by strengthening national
and regional development planning. Mobilizing sustainable transport for development –analysis and policy recommendations from the United Nations 

Secretary‐General’s high level advisory group on sustainable transport, Oct 2016



Sustainable Urban Transport Infrastructure: 
• Economically sustainable – decent employment, increased 
household income, firm profits without generating debt crisis; 

• Socially inclusive – needs of low income and other marginalized 
groups (women, children, elderly, physically challenged, migrants, 
indigenous communities)

• Environmentally sustainable – minimum impact on local, regional, 
global environments, GHG emissions, improved natural resources 
efficiency, safe guarding critical ecosystems and biodiversity

Source: E. Ahmad, Dan Dowling, Denise Chan, S. Colenbrander and N. Godfrey in Coalition for Urbam Transitions – A New Climate Economy Special Initiative, 2019



Major Issues and Challenges in Developing Countries: 
Traffic congestion in Dhaka,
Bangladesh

Crippling traffic congestion leads to frequent stopping, long journey 
times and delays in passenger pick-up and drop-off. World Bank data 
shows that congestion in Dhaka eats up 3.2 million working hours per 
day (The Daily Star, 19 July 2017)

Crowded bus in Lahore, Pakistan

Crowded bus in Kathmandu, Nepal

Overcrowded buses raise safety concerns. 
22,941 people die each year in traffic-
related incidents in Thailand, making its 
roads the deadliest in Southeast Asia 
(WHO, 2018)

Source: dailyasianage.com

Buses share roads 
with cars which 
reduce the efficiency 
of bus travel

Traffic jam in Manila, Philippines
Source: alamy.com

Road accidents in Indiasource: ministry of road transport, India Air pollution in PR China
source: thebeijinger.comSource: https://propakistani.pk

Traffic congestion in Lahore, Pakistan
source: ministry of road transport, India

Source: todayonline.com

Crowded bus plunges into gorge in 
India

Source: qatar-tribune.com

Source: alamy.com
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Traffic congestion and air pollution   

As many cities are struggling with chronic congestion and toxic air pollution, yet private car ownership is
projected to increase by up to 500% outside theOECD by 2050 (NewClimate Economy Report, 2018).

Asia has the highest rate of all day traffic congestion, traffic accidents and fatalities and carbon emission 
(WHO, 2015). Air Pollution cost India a staggering 8.5% of its GDP in 2013 (World Bank, 2016)



Climate adaptation and disaster resilience of cities through sustainable transport policies and 
solutions (-----> SDG 11.b)

rise in frequency and magnitude of natural disasters (flood, 
earthquake, cyclones, landslides, etc.) across the world; 

Climate & disaster resilience is not a major part of the current 
transport policy, planning and urban/transport infrastructure and 
services development resulting in unprecedented potential 
damages to both human life and economy during such extreme 
events; 

 urban/transport infrastructures in Asia and Africa are 
vulnerable to effects of climate change and these vulnerabilities 
should be addressed in the design, construction, and geometry of 
roads, railway tracks, and other transport infrastructure, 
including the drainage system of cities. 



Global infrastructure investment deficit stands at about ~ 1 trillion US$/year, much of it in urban 
areas. India has a huge infrastructure deficit at current urbanization level and needs 4.5 trillion US$ 
by 2040 to develop infrastructure to improve economic growth & community well-being as per 
Economic Survey 2017-18.  . Who will finance ? Where will the resource come from?  

At city level, options for scaling up investments in sustainable transport infrastructure could be 
through a mixture of fiscal reform and financial mechanisms such as –

• piggy‐backed arrangements on income or carbon taxes

• user fees & charges

• simple property tax systems

• stamp duties on property sales

• debt financing including green bonds 

• land sales 

• betterment levies   

• PPPs for infrastructure development 



Benefits of Public-Private-Partnership (PPP): 
• Public‐private‐partnerships can offer alternatives in which governments and private 

companies assume co‐responsibility and co‐ownership for the delivery of urban services, 
including infrastructure development. 

• Partnerships can combine the advantages of the private sector (dynamism, access to 
financial resources and latest technologies, managerial efficiency, and entrepreneurial 
spirit, etc.) with social concerns and responsibility of the public sector (public health and 
better life, environmental awareness, local knowledge and job creation, etc.). 

• Partnerships are indispensable for creating and financing adaptation measures towards 
resilient cities which in turn are more attractive for private investments. 

• Partnerships can further provide win‐win solutions both for the public utilities and private 
sector—if duly supported by appropriate policy frameworks. Such partnerships could lead 
to savings in government budgets, and the private sector, on the other hand, may use the 
opportunity to create business opportunities that could also serve as income generating 
opportunities for the local communities. 



Questions for Panel Discussion: 
1. What are the biggest financing barriers developing countries and cities are facing with regard to investing in building 

sustainable and resilient urban transport infrastructures (e.g., mass transit system)? In what aspects particularly can 
private sector offer support to city and national governments?

2. The frequency and magnitude of natural disasters (flood, earthquake, cyclones, landslides, etc.) are on rise across Asia, yet
the majority of developing countries and cities, have not made “resilience” a major part of their transport policy, planning,
and financing for infrastructure and services development. The urban transport infrastructures are also vulnerable to 
effects of climate change. What measures or options the local and national government authorities should consider in 
leveraging their financing needs through private sector investment?  

3. What are the critical enabling conditions (in terms of policy, legislative, institutional arrangements, socio‐cultural elements,
etc.) for the successful private sector investment in urban transport sector? 

4. It is very important to design and build cities that enhance trade, connectivity and investment in such a way that the 
opportunities of low‐carbon transport development, transit oriented development (TOD), smart growth and green 
employment are mainstreamed into the city development initiatives. At the same time cities and businesses are tied to 
each other in a symbiotic relationship (cites supports business and business supports cities in return). In this regard, what
can partnerships (e.g., public‐private‐partnerships) offer for cities? 
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